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It  ip  very  s  igri if  iosnt  that  during  these  days 
much  thought  is  being  given  by  leaders  in  the  Churches 
to  the  form  and  conduct  of  public  worship.  It  is 
tacitly  conceded  that  something  is  lacking  in  our 
protestant  worship.  How  to  remedy  this  is  a  matter 
that  ought  to  be  of  very  great  concern  to  every  person, 
minister  or  layman,  who  is  trying  to  lead  men  and 
women  into  an  adequate  realization  of  the  presence  of 
Cod  . 

This  thesis  will  attempt  to  state  what  are,  in 
the  mind  of  the  writer,  some  of  the  guide-posts 
directing  the  pilgrims  of  this  world  to  a  fuller 
sense  of  the  nearness,  immanence,  and  transcendence 
of  Cod  , 

In  such  an  attempt,  of  course,  we  shall  begin 
with  a  brief  outline,  of  the  developing  idea  of  Cod, 
and  from  that  go  on  to  show  how  man*s  conception  of. 

Cod  has  a  very  vital  relation  to  the  character  of 
his  Vi/orship. 

In  all  realms  of  human  life,  not  excluding  the 
religious,  human  life  is  creative.  There  is  a 
spontaneity  which  issues  in  new  endeavours.  Yet 
through  all  the  ages  there  have  been  those  fearful 
souls  of  a  reactionary  type  who  have  persistently 
and  steadfastly  resisted  change.  They  have  done 
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so  simply  beoause  they  have  failed  to  see  Id  ohan^re, 
just  another  name  for  growth. 

St.  Paul’s  words,  1  Cor.  1.^:1!  are  pertinent  to 
the  subject  under  consideration:  ’’When  I  was  a  child, 

I  spake  as  a  child,  I  understood  as  a  child,  I  thouprht 
as  a  child;  but  when  I  became  a  man,  I  put  away  childish 
things.”  Just  as  this  is  true  of  the  individual,  so 
is  it  true  of  the  race.  Humanity  outgrows,  and  ought 
to,  it  childish  notions.  Nothing  remains  static. 

When  apostolic  Christianity  struck  its  tents  and  ventured 
forth  into  new  and  daring  expressions  of  thought  snd 
action,  a  new  day  dawned  for  religion.  Che  recapture 
of  this  virile,  vigorous,  faith  is  contingent  on  our 
idea  of  Cod,  and  our  response  to  that  ever-enla rging 
V isi on . 

It  has  been  characteristic  of  the  race  to  formulate 
or  ciystalliz-e  its  experiences.  Paul  H.  Yourd  in 
discussing  ’’The  Idea  of  Cod”,  Church  Management,  October 
1950,  says:  ”  It  was  a  common  thought,  a  thousand  7/esrs 
before  Christ,  that  the  gods  had  a  celestial  paradise 
and  an  earthly  week-end  residence.  Zeus  and  his  court 

soorted  on  Mt .  Olympus.  Ha  lolled  about  the  cool 

I 

oorridors  of  the  Theban  temples.  Osiris  was  satisfied 
with  Memphis  and  the  magic  moonlight  shadows  of  the 
pyramids.  To  many  a  son  of  Abraham,  Jehovah  was  the 
mighty  thunder-god  of  Mt .  Sinai,  who  localized  his 
divine  and  august  presence  in  the  Tabernacle  and  later 
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in  th9  Temple  of  Solomon.  After  several  centuries 
of  static  thought  a  new  idea  of  God  flashed  into 
prophetic  consciousness,  and  that  idea  was  that 
Jehovah  of  the  mountain  and  the  temple  was  also 
willing  to  dwell  with  the  man  of  a  contrite  and 
humble  spirit.  Centuries  later  Jesus  emphasized 
that  idea  when  in  His  greatest  of  Beatitudes,  he 
said:  ^’Blessed  are  the  pure  in  heart  for  they  shall 
sea  God."  Matt.  5:6.  Even  though  the  glory  of 
His  majestic  presence  was  once  conceived  to  be 
localized  in  the  Holy  of  Holies  on  Mt .  Zion,  the 
veil  of  the  temple  has  been  rent  in  twain,  and  we 
know  that  there  are  no  confines  to  his  presence, 
and  no  single  mountain-top  or  temple  where  he  dwells." 
As  of  old,  God  walks  with  man  apart. 

Keeping  the  prom.ises  as  foretold  with 
all  the  pure  in  heart. 

Thou  need^st  not  ask  the  angels  where 
His  habitations  be; 

Keep  thou  thy  spirit  clean  and  fair,  and 

He  shall  dwell  with  thee." 

We  have  progressed  far  beyond  the  old  framevs/ork 
in  which  our  fathers  commonly  thought  of  God.  Think 
for  example,  of  the  old  cosmology,  with  its  flat  earth 
and  its  close,  convenient  heaven,  in  which  t'he  old 
imaginative  symbolism  pictured  God,  as  Eiske  says, 
"sitting  on  a  cloud"  running  the  universe  I 
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astronomy  has  dissipated  that  view,  and  yet  there  are 
many  who  still  cling  to  that  primitive  conception. 

This  childish  view  of  the  earth  had  to  be  outgrown 
with  the  coming  of  the  new  astronomy  and  the  faring 
forth  of  daring  spirits  such  as  Columbus  to  discover 
new  worlds  across  the  seas. 

Dr.  Fosdick;  in  '^Adventurous  Religion"  pages 

I  122-124  says:  "The  Church  promoted  Father  Cacini 
!  for  preaching  a  sermon  which,  punning  on  Galileo’s 

I 

name,  had  for  its  text,  "Ye  men  of  Galilee,  why  stand 
ye  looking  into  heaven?",  and  which,  before  it  was 
:  through,  had  called  all  geometrjr  "of  the  devil"  and 
had  said  that  "mathematicians  should  be  banished  as 
the  authors  of  all  heresies." 

To  develop,  then,  the  changing  conceptions  of  men 
through  the  ages  concerning  God  let  us  consider  a  few 
concrete  examples  of  these  old  outworn  ideas. 

The  world  of  primitive  man  w’as  peopled  with  demon 
powers.  To  the  man  of  the  ancient  world  these  pow’ers 
I  of  evil  were  ;just  as  real  as  his  fellow-men.  Even 
to-day  in  an  Indian  temple  people  may  be  seen  undergoing 
the  process  of  having  demons  exorcised.  The  later 
Greek  philosophers  attributed  evil,  trouble  of  any  kind, 
sickness,  and  sin  to  the  influence  of  these  powers  of 
j  evil.  Their  world  consisted  of  three  regions;  man 
lived  on  the  earth;  the  demons  in  the  air;  and  God 
above  the  atmosphere.  Passing  to  the  writings  of 
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St.  PquI  we  oen  sense  this  belief  in  the  baclc^rround 
of  his  mind:  'Sph.  6:1$,  ’^Por  we  wrestle  not  against 
flesh  and  blood,  but  against  principalities,  against 
powers,  against  the  rulers  of  darkness  of  this  world, 
against  spiritual  wi-ckedness  in  high  places.  But, 

for  Paul,  instead  of  these  forces  defeating  God’s 
purposes,  the  death  of  Christ  on  the  Cross,  his 
resurrection,  led  to  the  victoi^^  of  God  over  these 
demons  and  the  spiritual  liberation  and  peace  which 
the  Christian  world  knows,  and  in  which  it  rejoices, 
’’i’he  writers  of  the  gospels  refer  all  sorts  of 
I  diseases  to  demon-possession,  as  their  contemporaries 
did.”  T.R.  Glover,  ’’Jesus  in  the  Experience  of  Men”, 
page  6.  These  notions  of  disease  being  attributable 
to  evil  spirits  and  its  cure  being  exorcism,  are  for 
I  the  most  part  outgrown  before  the  triumphs  of  modern 
surgery,  medicine,  and  sanitation.  Here  and  there, 
however,  even  on  our  own  continent,  amongst  reactionary 
I  Indian  peoples  the  old  medicine  man  still  chants  his 
weird,  barbaric  incantations  in  order  to  frighten  away 
the  evil  spirits  which  cause  sickness. 

What  men  thought  of  God  is  seen  in  their  customs. 
Sometimes  these  customs  were  harsh  and  cruel.  The 
story  of  Abraham  and  Isaac  is  significant.  Gen.  22: 

! 

I  1-19.  Abraham,  according  to  the  Genesis  account  was 
tested  of  God.  He  dearly  loved  his  son  Isaac  and  God 
demanded  that  he  offer  up  Isaac  on  an  altar  as  he  would 
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Prom  this  inoident  Abraham  learned  that 


all  he  ov.ned  and  loved  belonged  to  (lod  ;  and  that  he 
should  not  Icill  boys  and  men  for  offerings  as  heathen 
nations  did.  The  cruel  gods  of  the  Semites  might 
seem  to  command  the  slaughter  of  a  son;  but  the  genius 
of  Israel’s  religion  protests  against  so  monstrous 
a  d  emand • 

The  God  of  Jacob  was  one  who  could  drive  a  hard 
bargain.  In  return  for  food,  raiment,  and  wealth, 
purely  material  benefits  he  aslced  a  tenth.  '^he 
questionable  ethics  of  Jacob  resulted  from  his  conception 
I  of  God.  (Gen.  28:10-22). 

j 

Or,  thinic  of  the  God  of  the  author  of  the  127th 
Psalml  A  god  who  could  be  addressed  in  such  terms 
I  as  these: 


j  ”0h  daughter  of  Babylon,  who  art  to  be  destroyed; 

I  Happy  shall  he  be,  that  rewerdeth  thee  as  thou 

j 

I  •  hast  served  us. 

i 

I  Happy  shall  he  be,  that  taketh  and  dasheth  thy 

I  little  ones  against  the  stones.” 

Ho  such  notion  of  infanticide  could  persist;  it  ;}ust  had 
I  to  be  outgrown. . 

The  fact  remains,  however,  that  any  picture  in  which 

of 

our  minds  can  conceive  God  must  be  utterly  inadequate. 
What,  then,  shall  the  religious  man  do?  What  we  think 
of  God  affects  our  whole  life.  It  shapes  all  our 
thinking.  The  value  of  religion  depends  upon  the 
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truth  and  the  sufficiency  of  its  idea  of  God. 

?he  God  of  our  ’  pict ura-thinicing ’  which  represented 
Him  as  wa]icing  in  a  garden  in  the  cool  of  the  day, 
creating  woman  from  the  rib  of  man,  confounding  men's 
speech  lest  they  build  a  tower  too  high,  decreeing  a 
flood  to  drown  humanity,  trying  to  slay  a  man  at  a  wayside 
inn  because  his  child  was  not  circumcised,  showing  his 
back,  but  not  his  face  to  a  man  upon  a  mountain-top, 
or  ordering  the  massacre  of  his  chosen  people's  enemies, 
men,  women,  and  children,  without  mercy--cannot  satisfy 

us  as  it  did  in  our  childhood. 

i 

Everything  depends  on  a  true  conception  of  God. 

There  is^  a  vast  truth  in  the  old  adage:  "like  bishop, 
i  like  priest;  like  god,  like  people."  If  we  think 
I  of  God  as  a  little  God,  as  a  capricious  God,  then  we 
will  have  a  little  and  a  capricious  religion. 

In  the  East  India  Museum  in  London  is  a  very 
;  elaborataiy  carved  idol  from  India,  that  has  twelve 
hands,  and  in  every  hand  is  a  different  instrument  of 
I  cruelty.  Ho  man  believing  in  and  worshipping  that 
kind  of  a  god  could  possibly  believe  in  the  God  of  the 
Bible  represented  as  "merciful  and  gracious,  long  sufferin 
and  abundant  in  goodness  and  truth." 

It  has  been  tritely  said:  "An  honest  man  is  the  nobles 
work  of  God,"  Another  has  said,  "An  honest  God  is  the 
noblest  work  of  man."  Some  would  call  such  a  man  a 
cynic;  rather  should  he  be  called  a  seer.  Surely,  an 
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honest  God,  good  and  great  0noup:'h  to  sustain  and 
inspire  men  in  the  here  and  now,  is  one  of  the  most 
pressing  needs  of  men  in  the  stressful  world  in 
which  we  livel 

Some  Changing  Conceptions  of  God 

Take,  for  example,  the  idea  of  an  absentee  God, 
a  conception  that  persisted  for  so  long,  which 
represented  God  as  sitting  above,  watching  the  universe 
go  on.  The  figure  can  best  be  understood  by  the 
analogy  of  a  watch.  The  watch  is  made  by  the  watch 
maker.  It  is  wound  up  and  repaired.  So  the  world 

was  once  made,  and  the  Creator  of  the  world  does  not 

* 

interfere  with  its  workings,  except  in  a  crisis.  God 
dwells  outside  of  the  world  and  only  enters  it  under 
extraordinary  circumstances.  The  evidence  of  his 
presence  is  not  to  be  looked  for  in  the  usual,  but 
rather  in  the  unusual,  not  in  the  normal  processes,  but 
in  the  startling.  It  is  strange  that  men  look  for 
God’s  presence  in  signs,  wonders,  prodigies,  and  portents 
While  this  idea  of  God  satisfied  the  hearts  of  men 
during  the  19th  Gentury,  it  satisfies  neither  the  minds* 
nor  the  hearts  o'f  people  to-day.  Indeed  it  has  become 
an  intolerable  conception.  Our  God  does  not  live  in 
a  remote  heaven. 

God  did  not  create  the  world  six  thousand  years 
ago  and  then  go  on  a  vacation.  '’In  the  beginning 
God”:  we  too,  say  it.  But  the  God  we  believe  in 
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is  to  be  found  not  only  at  the  be^innin^ ,  but  every 
moment  at  work:  fashioning  a  still  incomplete  universe. 
Start  with  what  you  will;  star  dust;  protoplasm;  cell. 
Start  where  you  will,  six  thousand  years  ago,  six 
hundred  thousand,  or  six  million  years,  and  the  ancient 
question  still  stands:  ’^In  the  beginning  what?”  God  I 

So  we  think:  of  God  as  continually  at  work,  sending 
his  sunshine  and  rain  alike  on  the  just  and  the  unjust, 
setting  not  one  rainbow,  but  ten  thousand  in  the  sky, 
causing  not  one  bush,  but  myriads,  to  be  ablaze  with 
God,  and  night  after  night  painting  sunsets. 

The  God  we  believe  in  is  not  a  carpenter,  building 
the  house  of  this  world,  he  is  not  a  sculptor  or  a  painter 

I 

I  He  is  a  great  spirit  manifesting  himself  in  mountain  and 

imist,  and  in  the  heart  of  a  little  child.  He  is  a 

i 

I  power  that  makes  for  righteousness.  This  is  no  new 

i 

conception  of  God.  St.  Paul,  preaching  at  Athens  to 
the  worshippers  of  the  unknown  God,  said:  ’^That  they 
should  seek  the  lord,  if  haply  they  might  feel  after  Him, 
and  find  Him,  though  he  be  not  far  from  every  one  of  us: 

I 

I  for  in  Him  we  live,  and  move,  and  have  our  beingY  as 

I 

I  certain  also  of  your  ov/n  poets  have  said,  *Por  we  are 
also  his  offspring.'^  (Acts  17:27-28) 

So  we  look  to-day  for  the  presence  of  God  in  our 
literature  and  history.  We  do  not  believe  that  God 
sooke  in  ancient  times  and  then  became  dumb.  ITor 
do  we  believe  that  only  Hebrew  literature  is  inspired* 
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God  spoke  to  David,  but  he  also  spoke  to  Brownin,^’. 

We  believe  that  God  worked  through  Abraham  Lincoln 
just  as  he  did  through  Abraham;  through  John  Wesley 
and  John  Bright  as  well  as  through  John  the  Baptist. 

We  refuse  to  believe  that  only  Hebrew  history  was 
providential  and  all  other  accidental.  We  insist 
on  believing  in  a  living  God. 

It  is  quite  evident  that  morality  is  inherently 
bound  up  with  the  ritual  of  the  primitive  society. 

Whatever  our  criticism  of  the  mores  of  many  of  the 
natural  races  of  the  past  end  present,  it  must  be 
admitted  that  there  is  much  that  must  evoke  the 
I  admiration  of  the  moralist. 

!  While  the  virtues  may  be  all  in  the  nature  of 

inhibitions  to  control  the  more  animal  instincts 
'  of  man;  they  are  all,  nevertheless,  in  the  nature 
:  of  conscious  habits,  and  as  such,  are  subject  to 

I 

I  deliberate  education. 

I  Religion,  morality,  and  law,  form  an  undifferentiate 

whole  in  primitive  societies.  Thus  a  deity  who  is  really 
jworshipped,  is  usually  connected  with  the  customary 
morality  of  his  people,  and  in  his  character  and  will  is 
I  to  be  found  the  sanction  of  these  mores.  Primitive 

I 

I  morals  and  primitive  religion  are  but  two  sides  of  the 
same  thing.  We  conclude,  therefore;  that  certain 
habits  of  conduct  are  religion  in  its  most  fundamental 
sense.  With  regard  to  morality,  it  would  seem,  that 
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it  canrot  be  ^'udgeb  by  some  fixed  and*  absolute  standard 
but  is  fundamentally  re  la  tad  to  the  social  control 
which  prevails  within  the  group. 

Consequent  on  the  growth  of  intelligence  and  the 
Durification  of  the  sentiments  is  the  elevation  of  the 
ob:‘3C'*:s  of  regard,  until  the  act  of  worship  defines  the 
god.  fo  state  it  more  tersely:  7/herever  there  is 
deformity  in  cult,  there  will  be  found  deformity  in  the 
concept  i on  of  God  . 

Go  dwell  f or  a  little  while  on  the  moral  and 
purely  religious  concept  of  ’holiness*  as  defined 
by  Dr.  Otto  in  his  great  classic:  ”Ghe  Idea  of  the 
Foly'*,  he  says:  Hoi  iness  ’  ,  ’  sanct  i  ty’  are  words  which 

are  charged  with  ethical  import.”  A  large  part, 
perhaps  the  chief  part,  of  their  meaning  is  moral. 

But  though,  in  our  final  experience  of  God’s  ’Holiness’, 
perfect  goodness  has  an  absolutely  essential  and  central 
place,  there  remains  something  beyond.  ’’Holiness  or 
sanctity  has  an  element  in  it  independent  of  the  category 
of  the  good.  Ghis  the  author  gives  the  name  ’numinous’ 
element,  from  the  let  in  numen,  the  most  general  word  for 
supernatural  divine  power.”  ( Granslat or ’ s  Preface, p.  XVI) 

Our  finite  minds  characterize  Deity  by  the  most 
common  process  of  reasoning,  namely,  by  analogy  with  that 
which  is  best  xnown  t o  us  in  the  realm  of  human  thought 
and  human  personality.  Ghis  attempt  to  rationalize 
God  by  conceptual  thought  and  the  extent  to  which  this 
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msy  be  pucce'^pfully  acjeompli^hed  in  Oh  >:i?t  ian  ity  Ip 
no  pmall  argument  in  proving  ite  puperiority  over  other 
religions.  But,  care  must  be  exeroised  lest  we  are 
betrayed  into  thinicing  that  we  ean  fathom  the  idea  of 
God  wholly  by  ’rational’  attributes. 

’’All  depends  upon  this:  in  our  idea  of  God  is 
the  non -ra;t  i  ona  1  overborne,  even  perhaps  v^holly  excluded, 
by  the  rational?”  (Otto’s  ”?he  Ides  of  the  Holy”  page  ?:) 

In  its  first  crude,  primitive  forms  in  which  this 
’numinous  dread’  or  av;e  manifests  itself,  we  find  man  in 
his  superstitious  nature  filled  with  ’Ha^emonio  dread’. 
’’Even  when  the  worship  of  ’daemons*  has  lon^  since  reached 
the  higher  level  of  worship  of  ’gods’,  these  gods  still 
retain  as  ’numina’  something  of  the  ’ghost’  in  the  impress 
they  make  on  the  feeling  of  the  worshipper,  viz.  the 
peculiar  quality  of  the  ’uncanny’  and  ’awful’,  which 
survives  with  the  quality  of  exaltedness  and  sublimity, 
or  is  symbolized  by  means  of  it.”  (The  Idea  of  the  Holy 
page  17 . ) 

It  is  some  such  refined,  softened,  and  elevated 
feeling  that  thrills  the  soul  when  the  mind  is  filled 
in  Christian  worship  with  the  thoughts  of  the  Holy  God, 
and  which  causes  the  worshipper  to  say;  ”How  dread  is 
this  place  I  This  is  none  other  than  the  house  of  God, 
and  the  gate  of  heaven.”  (Gen.  28:17). 

’’Mysticism  is  the  stressing  to  a  very  high  degree, 
indeed  the  over-stressing,  of  the  non-rat ional  or 
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intelligible  when  po  understood,  A  c>'a  root  erist  ic 
common  to  all  types  of  mysticism  is  the  Identification, 
in  different  degrees  of  completeness,  of  the  personal 
self  with  the  t "-a v>c!O0nd en t  Reality.’’  (The  Idea  of  the  Rol; 
page  22).  “Above  and  beyond  our  rational  being  lies 
hidden  the  ultimate  and  highest  part  of  our  nature,  which 
can  find  no  satisfaction  in  the  mere  allaying  of  the  needs 
of  our  sensuous,  psychical,  or  intellectual  impulses  and 
cravings.  The  mystics  called  this  the  basis  or  ground 
of  the  soul.”  (The  Idea  of  the  Holy,  page  36); 

This  purely  religious  concept  of  holiness  gives  rise 
to  the  highest  type  of  morality.  As  the  ’numinous’  fill: 
the  soul  of  man,  he  is  filled  with  a  feeling  of 
’ profaneness ’, --is  not  worthy  to  stand  in  the  presence 
of  the  holy  one.  Then  follows  the  felt  need  and  lona-ing 
for  atonement.  ”The  ’numen’  imparting  itself  to  the 
worshipper,  becomes  itself  the  means  of  ’atonement’.” 

(The  Idea  of  the  Holy,  page  58) 

But  we  must  pass  on  to  consider  how  man’s  conception 
of  Clod  affects  the  character  of  his  worship. 

If  a  man  is  to  think  at  all  of  ways  in  which  he 
can  best  worship  God,  he  must  think  in  terms  of  his 
own  experience.  He  must  search  his  consciousness  for 
symbols.  If  we  must  think  of  God,  whether  as  ^tar 
Dust,  as  Energy,  of  as  Law,  is  any  of  these  the  hiarhest 
we  know'?  Is  not  Hepler  more  wonderful  than  the  stars? 
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Is  not  Edison  more  wonderful  th&n  forces?  Is  nn^ 

P&rwin  more  wonderful  th&r  laws?  There  is  nothing 
in  the  world  as  wonderful  as  personality.  It  mey 
be  acted  upon,  but  it  acts  upon.  let  me  illustrate. 

How  different  hist oiy  would  have  been  if  certain  men 
had  not  lived  I  Often  the  situation  has  changed  man, 
and  vice  versa,  the  man  has  changed  the  situation. 

How  (different  would  have  been  the  history  of  Christianity 
if  Wyclif  had  died  in  infancy,  or,  if  luthar.had  been 
struck  down  by  the  bolt  that  killed  his  friend i  How 
different  civilization  would  ha.ve  been  if  Jesus, had 
never  been  borni  These  lived  and  wrought,  and  the 
i  world  was  different.  So  then,  we  must  believe  God 
Just  as  personal  as  we.  We  cannot  define  God,  nor 
can  we  limit  Him.  He  defites  and  eludes  all  categories, 
and  all  efforts  adequately  to  explain  Him.  Personality 
is  the  highest,  truest,  symbol  we  have. 

In  modern  terminology  men  are  asking  regarding  the 
character  of  God]  Is  God  an  Autocrat  or  a  Democrat? 

Shall  we  think  of  Him  in  terms  of  autocratic  institutions^ 

!  i 

j  The  God  of  former  days  was  an  autocra-t;  he  was  inscrutable 

As  this  was  true  of  earthly  kings  it  was  naturally 
thought  to  be  true  of  the  Heavenly  Father.  Burns  in 
his  poem  '^Holy  Willie’’  expresses  the  conception: 

”0  Thou  that  in  the  heavens  dost  dwell 
V/ho,  as  it  pleases  best  thyself 
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Rends  one  to  hesven  end  ten  to  hell 


All  for  Ohy  Glory 
And  not  for  any  good  or  ill 
They’ve  done  before  thee  I 
Whst  was  I,  or  my  generation 
That  I  should  get  such  exaltation? 

I,  who  deserve  most  Just  damnation 
?or  broicen  laws 

Six  thousand  years  ’fore  my  creation. 

Through  Adam’s  cause.'’ 

ITow  this  may  sound  liice  railleiy,  but  Burns  was  in 
earnest.  God  was  thought  of  in  terms  of  absolute 
monarchy.  Men  were  but  puppets  for  display  of 
power.  Naturally  such  an  age  so  conceiving  of 
God  witnessed  all  sorts  of  brutalities  in  the 
theolos'ioal  realm.  It  was  plainly  stated  that 
mot  hers  and  unbaptized  babies  were  in  hell.  But 
men  refueed  to  believe  in  taxation  without  representation, 
and  damnation  without  explanation,  and  the  seeds  of 
democracy  were  germinating.  In  the  American  colonies 
the  idea  of  government  by  the  people,  and  of  the 
people,  for  the  people,  grew  up.  In  France  a  continent 
was  shaken  with  the  watchwords:  liberty.  Equality, 
Fraternity.  Monarchies  were  doomed.  Autocracy 
is  doomed  in  the  political  world.  Fow  long  could 
it  maintain  itself  to-day  in  the  theological  world? 
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I  melee  juPt  one  reference  to  what  T  hope  and 
pray  God  may  foririre  ae  an  unfortunate  and  coetly 
lapse,  to  the  ever-en la rging  conception  of  God, 
which  took:  place  during  the  years  of  1914-1918. 

Men  thought  of,  and  prayed  to  God  at  first  as  a 
tribal  Deity.  His  fortunes  were  wrapped  up  with 
those  of  his  chosen  people.  He  was  bound  to  them 

I 

I  by  a  covenant.  Other  nations  have  other  gods. 

Joshua  at  Jericho  believed  God  on  his  side.  A  war 
1  chaplain  in  the  House  of  Commons  is  reported  to  have 

I 

I  said:  ’^Killing  Germans  is  a  divine  service.’^  In 

! 

I  a  German  court  a  preacher  thanKed  God  for  His  holy 
I  wrath  against  the  enemies  of  the  German  people. 

What  does  this  all  mean?  It  means  that  we  petitioned 
God  to  be  '’mit  uns’\  we  made  him  once  again  into  a 
i  tribal  God  . 

In  the  humble  village  of  Hazereth  grew  up  a 
prophet  who  hurled  down  all  such  barriers.  He  was 
a  Jew  and  he  healed  a  Gentile’s  servant.  He  was  a 

Jew,  and  yet  he  championed  the  cause  of  the  poor  and 

i 

'  outcast.  He  was  a  Jew,  end  yet  he  interested  himself 
!  in  a  poor  Samaritan  woman.  St.  Paul  caught  the 

I 

spirit  of  the  Galilean  and  de^^e  loped  that  great  and 
emancipating  idea  of  the  oneness  of  the  human  race: 

’’Where  there  cannot  be  Greek:  and  Jew - Barbarian, 

Scythian,  bondman,  freeman,  but  Christ  is  all,  and 
in  all.”  (Col.  Z:ll) 
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■^nou^h  ha?  been  said  to  enable  us  to  see  whst 
was  meant  whan  we  ssio  that  everj^thing  depends  in 
worship,  on  a  correct  conception  of  God.  Just  a 
few  illustrations  to  substantiate  this  statement. 

Dean  Willard  I.  *?perry  in  his  '^Reality  in  Worship” 
page  41,  Says;  ”In  church  man  ought  to  be  conscious 
of  the  march  of  the  race,  of  the  perennlial  moral 
struggle  which  keeps  the  soul  alive,  of  the  sweep 
of  the  simpler  and  deeper  emotions,  and  of  the 
inalienable  stuff  of  human  lives  common  everywhere, 
always^  to  all  men.”  (Reality  in  Worship,  page  41) 

”The  Church  which  commends  itself  t o  us ,  whatever 
its  theology,  is  the  Church  which  gives  adecuate 
expression  to  those  of  our  experiences  which  as 
individuals  we  have  suspected  and  discovered  to 
be  universal.”  (Reality  in  Worship,  page  42) 

^he  life  of  the  individual  is  simply  the  life  of 
the  world  in  miniature.  In  worship  contact's  are 
made  with  resources  beyond  ourselves.  To  worship 
adequately  we  must  place  ourselves  in  such  touch  w  ith 
these  resouces  that  a  change  is  brought  about  in 
ourselves. 

When  we  reco.?nize,  as  we  must,  the  importance 
of  emotion  in  religion,  issuing  as  it  does  in  great 
sentiments,  whether  pat  r  i  ot  isrp,  philanthropy,  friendship 
or  religion,  it  follows  then, --that  in  our  worship  we 

must  posit  a  personal  object  from  whom  we  believe  we 
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shall  receive  response.  We  may  nost  be  able  to 
picture  or  conceive  of  this  real  spiritual  for 
personal)  being  in  anyabequate  manner,  but  empirically 
we  have  proven  him  to  be  conscious,  intelligent,  and 
friendly.  We  have  found  that  worshipping  God  has 
inspired  faith  and  confidence  and  helped  us  to  love 
and  serve  and  bear  what  life  brings  bravely,  and  has 
enabled  us  t o  face  the  great  adventure  with  hope. 

When  men  gave  a  larger  place  than  perhaps  we 
are  able  to  do,  to  the  mystical,  and  abandoned  their 
souls  to  God,  and  in  quietness  found  their  strength 
i  in  Kim,  the  Church  became  dynamic  ahd  her  influence 
potent. 

Dean  Sperry  (Reality  in  Worship  page  60,)  sajrs : 
’’Men  build  churches,  go  to  church,  and  share  in  form.al 
acts  of  worship,  because  a  divine  discontent  stirs 
them,  and  will  not  let  them  be.  Man’s  religions 

I 

I  are  his  answers  to  that  imperative  and  are  the  peace 
I  which  he  proposes  for  the  divine  unrest.” 

Worship  is  an  immemorial  human  attitude. 

Man  is  conscious  of  his  incompleteness,  and  somehow 
I  feels  his  kinship  with  an  ideal  Other.  In  quest 
I  of  this  real  Other,  men.  have  blundered  along, 

I  following  what  little  light  they  had;  so  have  they 
fulfilled  the  law  of  progress  so  well  illustrated 
in  Bunyah’s  Pilgrim’s  Progress,  when  Evangelist 
points  Pilgrim  to  the  light  at  the  wicket  gate,  and 


Ti  '■  1  t*{7 


f^eA  #f  *  * 


•  '•  ■  •  ■■  IM' 


d<?  r  •  Ti.' 

.  vf  St-p  I 


^iri 


t>V  5 

.:  <  i(.V  ‘f  bf-'f  *  .T 


v»; 


1.  1  M  f^Tit  f  T^7  UU 


<  !  U 


FI  fOL'lq  fi  .t|f:U.«*‘ 


C>4»l4‘e:  iA  "  j 


F/*’’  .iat<t«-;y.:  &itJ  oi-  .»Vo.t  fi.4e,j.«iai^ 


*a*8J:  nmnu  lap  at  ba»  .  6o%  ot  sruoi' 

'#,.  "'^sPr’ 

wit -;»1?  rtt  r 

<|[L?i^'ror  ri  ••rii^s^,'^ ciAl^QC 

-I...'  s  ■ 

wM«®.«ra^v«*.-o  c".  .  A^itijrv  -j 


:..f 


|iWh<V3fl!:R  f  l  n 


.  ®' 

-5X0  w.  1K»  n  tfs 


I  ^ 


'•it  .men'J  . 

fW  •<»  At  ;  •  ,  •  «Mtx.tet*«  T  '  e*?!! 

■'A. dM-i  Ill'll  .t(j  vi  ^Li  ‘-if  M 

'  ,&  '  * 


'■  •' ■  '*  — iitjlIllHl  octjrt  -  r;s»^ 

.  .‘-ir^.  ::.;iL'  ^^^n  'crBc  .-t  *0 

MJ  -»-*i  «,*  i&«i<  ifr-l  T,KM  :..‘-'i  JMtu-^laPUoy 

.  ,  f'  ’-  • 

’‘'  ■=--.-cr.9  it  fi«4  *...  b<l[i':r'‘  - 

IT?  -»,■.„  .T'ffitvXW  T'MtttmrS  al 


:0lls  him  to  Iceep  th&t  light  in  hip  eye.  By 
following  what  light  we  have,  further  light  comes. 

It  is  the  fundamental  law  of  all  progress,  the  law 
of  ’ use  0  r  lose ’ . 

Through  ritual,  rites,  fetishism,  sacrifices, 
lustrations,  and  through  our  stately  modern  liturgies, 
men  in  all  ages  and  in  all  climes  are  seeking  to  worship 
God.  Glenn  Atkins  in  his  recent  booK;,  '^The  Procession 
of.  the  God’^'^  page  546,  says: 

’’The  history  of  religion  is  an  account  of  the 
chani?ing  aspects  of  humanity’s  hitherto  unshaken 
confidence  in  a  Being  or  beings  '’not  ourselves'’ 
whose  power  controls  both  nature  and  humanity.” 

So  our  first  glimpse  of  man  when  the  curtain 
of  history  is  lifted  reveals  him  in  ’dim  gropin^s’ 
seeking  after  the  reality,  which  he  vaguely  sensed 
behind  the  veil  of  the  unseen.  Somehow  he  dreamed 
that  behind  the  mystery  of  his  encompassing  order 
dwelt  a  cooperating  power.  Thus  we  trace  the 
winding  trail  of  religion  along  these  simple,  but 
pregnant  beginnings. 
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A  study  of  religions  psst  bnd  present,  e^’erywher^, 
end  8t  all  times,  reveals  man’s  sense  of  something  over 
and  above  what  is  natural,  and  what  is  to  be  expected. 

There  is  one  thing  certain  and  abundantly  clear;  Man 
has  always  been  a  religious  being.  He  has  always  . 
been,  more  or  less  conscious  of  some  pow/er,  superior 
to  himself,  upon  which  he  must  depend.  '’Sooner  or 
later  every  man  discovers  that  he  must  have  something 
or  some  one  to  worship,  something  to  which  he  can  : 

give  himself  wholly.”  (Reality  in  Worship,  psge  67).  j 

Man  feels  instinctively  that:  '’Here  we  have  no  continuing! 
city,  but  w/e  seek:  one  to  come.”  ( Heb .  15:14) 

Religion  is  the  life  of  both  primitive  and  civilized  j 

oeooles.  Man  needs  a  religion  and  a  religion  he  will  ! 

I 

have.  j 

There  is  no  more  fascinating  and  profitable  study  : 
than  that  of  comparative  religion.  In  it  we  find 
much  that  is  common  to  the  race  of  men.  We  must 

1  ■  I 

'approach  such  a  study  with  minds  freed  from  prejudice 

I  i 

or  feelings  of  superiority.  Hor  should  w;e  condemn  ' 

j 

the  reliarion  of  primitive  man  for  its  polytheism,  its 

!  S 

idolatry,  or  its  superstitious  practices.  At  certain 
stages  of  man’s  development,  he  could  ill  have  dispensed 
with  the  frail  prop  of •  supers!  it i on .  Only  as  we 
approach  such  a  study  with  unbiased  minds  shall  we 
find  that  we  are  one  of  that  great  and  innumerable 
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hOPt  who  have  entered  upon  ’the  spiritual  pilgrimsge 
of  the  race.’  (Reality  in  Worship,  page  3?) 

We  shall  begin  our  study  then,  by  trj^ing  to 
catch  a  glimpse  of  humanity  as  we  imagine  it  passing" 
before  us  in  review,  in  this  greatest  of  all  its 
nuests,  namely,  the  realization  of  (lod  through 
w  orship. 

^’Whatever  else  a  church  may  be,  it  is  a 
society  which  has  a  history’^  Individual 

I  experience  is,  in  the  main,  a  broad  recapitulation 

I 

of  the  history  of  the  race.’^  (Reality  in  Worship 
pages  26 ,  27 ,  29 ,  )  . 

What  then,  were  the  primitive  expressions  of 
man^s  innate  longing  to  make  satisfactoiy  adjustment 
to  that  great  and  unexplored  region,  which  he  thought 
of  as  the  Unseen?  It  is  well  to  remember  that  to 
primitive  man  this  Unseen  Power  was  Just  as  rea  as 

I 

I  the  experiences  perceived  by  the  senses. 

I  In  the  dim  morning  of  man’s  spiritual  evolution 

i 

I  we  find  him  full  of  animal  cunning.  To  survive  in 

I  a  world  ’red  in  tooth  and  claw'*  he  was  forced  to  be 
always  on  the  defensive.  It  was  inevitable  then, 
that  he  should  construct  his  idea  of  God  fromi  that 
which  nature  metes  out  to  him.  The  realm  of  nature 
with  its  natural  happenings  are  to  him  either  the 
gifts  or  penalties  imposed  by  God.  Accordingly  he 
exerted  himself  to  please  that  God,  win  his  favour. 
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or  placate  his  anger.  Broadly  speaking,  this 
conception  of  God  accounts  for  many  of  the  forms 
of  worship  that  man  has  used  to  express  his 
religious  nature.  If  God  is  an  avaricious  tyrant 
the  worshipper  will  bring  gifts.  If  God  is 
conceived  of  as  a  monarch  with  despotic  power, 
he  will  be  obsenuious  before  Him.  He  will 
”bow  before  Him;  he  will  fear  Him;  since  ’^The 
fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  beginning  of  wisdom.’^ 

I  ( Pss 1ml 11- 10 )  If  God  is  conceived  of  as 

demanding  the  best  that  man  has,  then  the 
dearest  sacrifices  Vvill  be  sought  even  his  own 
’first-born*.  Hence  every  little  while  in 
the  Old  Testament  human  sacrifices  appear. 

’’Whatever  else  religion  may  be,  it  is  the 
formal  organization  of  the  constant  major  episodes 
of  common  human  experience  into  a  social  whole. 
Whatever  part  the  fear  of  the  menacing 
supernatural  forces  in  the  world  may  have  played, 
religion  has  also  represented  an  attempt  to 
formulate  and  to  inculcate  some  first  rough 
draft  of  the  laws  of  life’s  constant  concept.” 
(Reality  in  Worship  pages  28,  29.) 

As  slowly  primitive  man  emerged  from 
savagery,  we  notice  two  distinct  developments 
in  his  religion:  (a)  There  is  first;  ’that  of 
a  central  healthy  type,  following  a  true  norm 
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end  (b)  second,  an  out.^rowth  of  fantastic  and 
sometimes  degenerative  and  destructive  tendencies 
in  his  upreach  after  that  sonBthing  beyond  and 
greater  than  himself. 

1.  There  was  first  of  all  the  instinctive 
stage  in  primitive  msn*s  worship.  liowhere, 
would  it  seem,  has  ever  lived  a  people  v;ho  have 
not  had  some  form  of  religion.  ?;Ven  in  the 
midst  of  the  grossest  sup  erst  it i on--pe rvert ed 
though  it  may  be,  and  b lund ering, -“Worship  is 
there,  although  its  object  may  be  vague  and 
shadowy.  But  while  it  is  generally  agreed  there 
is  no  such  thing  as  an  atheistic  race  on  the 
globe,  yet  there  has  never  been  discovered  any 
evidence  of  an  original  religious  ’compact’. 

Starting  then,  with  the  instinctive  stage, 
we  find  man  in  a  world  about  which  he  knew/  very 
little.  By  continual  adaptation  to  his 
environment  and  in  obedience  to  life’s  first 
law,,  self-preservation,  he  perpetuated  his  kind 
in  a  world  fraught  with  manifold  dangers.  We 
see  him  as  he  crouched  shivering  in  the  shelter  of 
his  cave,  while  in  the  roar  of  the  reverberating 
thunder  he  fancied  he  heard  the  voice  of  the  Unseen, 
and  in  the  lightning  that  shattered  a  tree  before 
his  eyes  he  thought  he  sew  the  wink  of  an  angry  god’s 
eye.  In  this  unexplained  v«/orld  were  perils  to  be 
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averted  by  propitiation  of  a  ^od  or  £rods.  Ro  he 

sttributed  all  events  for  v^hioh  he  oould  not  find 

a  natural  cause,  to  a  supernatural  agency.  In 

the  sa'Tie  manner  propitious  events,  to  some  good 

power--evil  and  disaster  to  some  malignant  and 

hostile  powers.  The  good  he  worshipped,  the 

bad  he  placated.  Thus  we  find  in  the  lowest 

forms  of  religion  an  animistic  belief.  There 

seems  to  be  a  general  tendency  in  all  religions 

to  conceive  all  the  forces  of  nature  in  terms  of 

spiritual  agencies.  The. things  which  have  engaged 

man’s  activity  in  securing  such  elementary  needs 

as  food,  protection,  and  the  reproductive  processes, 

became  deities.  ’’The  Greeks  maintained  watchmen 

at  public  charge  to  look  out  for  hail  storms. 

When  threatening  clouds  were  noted,  the  farmers 

and  vinedressers  sacrificed  lambs  or  fowls,  or, 

if  they  ware  too  poor  for  that,  pricked  their 

fingers  and  let  some  drops  of  their  own  blood  fall 

,or 

upon  their  barley /vines  in  the  hope  of  propitiating 
the  cloud  gods.  The  clouds  were  the  deities, 
addressed  and  sacrificed  to,  which  can  only  prove 
that  long  before  clouds  and  storm,  and  sun  and  winds 
were  unified  in  one  all  inclusive  de if icat ion  of 
the  sky,  the  simple  minded  worshipped  them  as  separate 
spirits.”  (?razer,  the  Worship  of  Nature,  p8i?e  85  ff) 
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^^ov.erer,  intelligenee  increesjes  and  the  pentiments 

! e re  purified  it  inevitably  follows  that  the  near  and 
trivial  objects  which  attract  the  feebler  animist  or 
fetishist  give  place  to  the  more  august  forces  of 
hature>  which  become  the  spirits  that  move  in  the 
winds  and  wave,  that  rise  luminous  heavenly  orbs, 
or  circle  through  the  year  on  the  sw;ift  feet  of  the 
seasons.’’  (Encyclopedia  of  Religion  and  Ethics, 

Article  on  Worship  page  7ff) 

So  the  Eetish  is  the  earliest  form  of  primitive 
man’s  religion.  It  was  natural  and  inevitable  that 
in  the  childhood  of  the  race  fetishism  should  widely 
prevail,  ”A  fetish  is  treasured  and  entreated 
because  it  can  do  something  for  the  possessor. 

That  ic  magic.  It  is  also  treasured  and  entreated 
because  it  is  the  temporary  resting  place  of  the 
universal  power.  Ehat  is  religion.  While  both 
Totemism  and  Fetishism  have  the  same  primitive 
belief  behind  them  i.e.  in  a  pervasive  force,  the 
;  former  is  social,  while  the  latter  is  individualistic. 

In  Totemism,  the  animals  or  things  which 
furnish  the  totem  are  believed  to  be  related  to  the 

group.  The  totem  is  an  object  of  religious  regard 
and  is  treated  as  sacred.  Primitive  man  had  bear 
and  wolf  neighbours  as  well  as  human  neighbours, 

With  th<as§  he  tried  to  live  on  friendly  terms. 
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Animals  could  outrun  him,  fly  faster  than  he,  and 
get  the  better  of  him  in  a  fi^rht,  henoe  his  profound 
respect  for  them.  Therefore  he  placed  a  fence  of 
cermonial  about  each  totem  object.  For  example, 
a  member  of  the  Bear  clan  may  K:ill  a  bear  in  self- 
defence,  but  he  must  apologize  to  the  Bear  to  appease 
its  resentful  spirit.  Totemism  prevented 
consanguin ity--group  members  must  not  intermarry. 

With  it  grew  up  a  religion  through  some  worship 
i  of  the  totem  animal,  and  a  ritual  touched  with 
I  reverence. 

A  Fetish,  on  the  other  hand  is  treasured 
I  because  of  its  utility  to  the  individual  man. 

I  '^The  Totem  might  be  shared  with  the  clan,  but 
j  a  fetish  is  a  man’s  particular  possession,  working 
I  its  spell  for  him  alone.  Therefore,  he 
worships  it  for  what  it  does,  and  beats  it  for 
what  it  does  not  do.  In  his  dealing  with  the 
supernatural,  the  savage  man  finds  in  the  fetish, 

I  a  centre  from  w/hich  life  is  controlled.  For 

i 

I  example  there  are  fetishes  to  keep  a  thief  out 
j  of  the  garden,  and  evil  out  of  the  house.”  (The 
Procession  of  the  Gods,  pages  12,  12)  F.  Clarke 
in  his  ”Ten  Great  Feliarions”  Book  11,  makes  this 
interesting  observation:  ”A  sort  of  fetishism  has 
survived  in  the  talismanic  act  of  a  man  who  nails 
a  horseshoe  over  his  door,  or  throws  a  slipper  after 
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a  wedding  party. ThuR  even  in  our  higher  ^orms 

a 

of  c  iv  i  li  ^7,8 1  i  on  we  have  residual  of  primitive  superstition 

(2)  Spiritism  provides  the  most  fruitful  field 
in  primitive  man’s  conoeption  of  the  Unseen  for  the 
outgrowths  of  fantsstio,  degenerative  and  destructive 

tendencies  in  the  development  of  his  worship.  It  j 

! 

fairly  runs  in  the  animal  world.  Thus  eat  ins-  the 
flesh  of  the  animal  not  only  assuages  hunerer,  but 
it  also  gives  the  eater  the  strength  and  wisdom  and 
virtues  of  the  animal.  In  some  instances  these 
animals  coming  to  be  regarded  as  deities,  are  honored 
and  complimented,  and  sometimes  wept  over,  before  they 
are  killed.  This  is  done  to  ward  off  the  much- 
dreaded  ’power’  of  the  animal  a^-ainst  its  captor. 

The  Sun-dance  of  the  Indians  of  Western  Canada 
is  an  orgy  now. frowned  upon  by  Church  and  State, 
through  which,  in  its  original  ceremony  the  uninitiated 
were  admitted  to  the  Council  of  the  braves,  after 
passing  through  great  tests  of  endurance  and  grievous 
suffering  in  order  that  they  might  catch  the  spirit 
of  the  Manitou.  Thus  the  candidate  vjonld  stand  on 
tiptoe  with  a  long  rawhide  thong  tied  to  a  huge  pole 
in  the  centre  of  the  sun-dance  lodge,  passed  through 
the  muscles  of  an  incision  in  his  chest,  and  if  he 
could  tear  himself  free,  he  was  worthy  to  be  counted 
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88  one  of  thebr8V0v8.  In  the  sweat  lod^p-e,  he  would 
cut  himself  on  s  rms  and  leps  so  that  Msnitou  could 
pass  into  his  body. 

The  Indian' youth  w'ent  into  seclusion  to  secure 
the  manitou.  In  fasting  and  prayer  he  evokes  its 

presence,  and  if  perchance,  he  dreams  of  or  has  a 
waking  hallucination  of  some  animal,  he  henceforth 
regards  it  as  his  dream-spirit  or  powagan.  This 
animal  stands  ready  to  assist  him,  he  believes,  with 
its  own  manitou  when  he  needs  it.  In  the  view  of 

(ethnologists  regarding  the  general  religiosity 
evident  in  many  phases  of  primitive  life  ths:^e  is 

'a  great  deal  of  superstitious  practice  associated 

I 

j with  all  their  rites  and  cermonials.  As  a  matter 

;  of  fact,  in  some  oases,  as  with  the  Pueblo  life,  the 

I  Indian  is  so  fettered  to  his  complicated  creed  that 

I 

I  his  most  insignificant  actions  are  associated  with 

I  some  ritualistic  performance. 

I 

i  ( 0 )  We  oass  on  now  to  consider  a  third  stage 

I 

in  worship,  i.e,  the  cultural.  It  has  often  been 
said  by  psychologists  that  ’^man  is  a  gregarious 
anima l’’--that  ^'ust  as  animals  band  together  in  the 
herd  for  protection  in  times  of  danger,  so  man  early 
began  to  find  security  in  the  social  organization. 
Gradually  with  various  rites  such  as  marriage  and 
initiation,  and  the  ceremonies  attendant  on  his 
agricultural  life,  there  grew  up  an  elaborate 
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ritualipstio  form  of  worRhio.  As  hiR  community  life 
became  more  and  more  complex  it  ;?ave  rise  to 
prohibit  i  onvS  and  commands,  tabus  and  sanctities' 

( Frazer  '^The  '^-nirien  Though 'M*  These  brought  about 
cohesion  and  stabilized  man’s  primordial  instincts. 

We  see  in  these  prohibitions  and  sanctities  etc,  the 
faint  beginnings  of  institutions.  I  suppose  the 
greatest  argument  in  favour  of  institutions  is  that 
they  preserve  for  us  the  best  in  various  periods  of 
man’s  development.  It  is  man’s  protest  against  a 
vain  individualism.  So  man  began  to  adjust  him?''elf 
to  contacts  with  other  tribes  and  national  life  b-egan  to 

I  emerge. 

i 

An  example  of  rudimentary  prayer  will  be  of 
interest  at  this  stage  of  worship.  The  Sioux 
Indians  prayed  thus:  ’’Spirits  of  the  dead,  have 
mercy  on  us.”  To  these  dead  he  gave  gifts  and 
'  from  this  originated  the  whole  ^rreat  system  of 
sacrifice.  In  defence  of  the  rudimentary  prayers 
!  of  primitive  man  this  much  may  be  said,  prayer 
I  enlightened  his  conscience  and  had  an  ennobling 
i  effect  on  him.  The  man  who  prays  is  a  citizen 
of  two  worlds;  but  the  man  who  does  not  pray  belongs 
only  to  one.  We  are  not  so  sure,  however,  that 
there  is  such  a  thing  as  a  prayerless  man.  We 
are  coming  to  thlnli  otherwise  and  we  cannot  overlook: 
what  we  speak:  of  as  subconscious  prayer. 
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A  common  prayer  of  primitive  man  was  for  the 
exorcising  of  evil  spirits  from  certain  foods  he  must 
eat.  Sacrifices  to  appease  the  Being  of  Being's 
thought  to  be  capricious  or  revengeful  became  prayer 
in  action.  When  first  the  Europeans  came  to  this 
North  American  Continent  we  read  of  the  very  impressive 
sight  of  an  Indian  Chief  walking  out  into  the  open 
I  spaces,  lifting  his  hands  to  heaven,  and  uttering 
his  simple  and  childlike  prayer  to  the  Great  Spirit. 

He  must  have  vaguely  sensed  the  unifying  force  of 
I  prayer.  In  the  community  of  life  there  is  nothing 
that  so  ties  us  together  in  the  bundle  of  life  as 
I  does  prayer.  In  the  stage  of  worship  in  which 
!  ritual  assumes  a  large  place  it  was  inevitable  that 

I 

:  8  priestcraft  should  grow  up.  To  these  men  was 
given  the  task  of  preserving  the  cumulative  wisdom 
of  the  past,  and  the  enforcement  of  the  moral  sanctions 
j  ’^Here  society  becomes  specialized,  and  the  religious, 

‘  as  a  man  apart,  answers  as  it  were,  for  the  conscience 
I  of  the  group. (Encyl.  of  Religion  and  Ethics  p.  7f 4 ) 
(d)  A  fourth  stage  in  worship  is  to  be  seen  in 
i  the  prose lyt iz ing  motive.  With  the  growth  of  cults 
!  they  were  passed  on  from  tribe  to  tribe  and  there  was 
I  a  manifest  zeal  to  convert  others  to' their  form  '^of 
j  worship. 

It  was  now  felt  that  the  good  for  which  man  had 
been  seeking  beiner  partly  realized,  must  be  shared 
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with  others.  Worship  is  p^rsdually  in  this  sta^re 
becoming  higher  than  moral  law.  It  becomes  a  law 
of  the  spirit.  Before  going  on  t  o  i?ive  some 
illustrations  of  the  bei?innings  of  worship  in  some 
of  the  great  races  of  the  East  it  mi^ht  be  well  to 
remember  that  as  King  says  in  '^The  Development  of 
Religion''  page  89:  '’The  Religions  of  all  the 
peoples  of  antiquity  were  inseparable  from  their 
political  organization,  a  fact  particulary  true  of 
the  ancient  Egyptians  and  of  the  Israelites:  The 
establishment  of  a  monarchial  government  at  Jerusalem 
and  the  centralization  of  the  worship  of  Yahweh  at 
that  place  are  practically  interchangeable  terms.” 

I  suppose  if  we  could  project  ourselves  into 
the  civilization  away  back  in  the  11th  century  B.C., 
i  we  would  find  among  its  many  wonderful  evidences  of 
I  a  very  advanced  stage  of  civilization,  a  highly 
!  develooed  form  of  wo'rship.  Of  course  there  were 

I 

!  triads  of  gods,  but  above  and  greater  than  all 
I  lesser  deities  was  one  Supreme  Being,  who  was 
worshipped  as  the  maker  and  preserver  of  all  things. 
The  hymns  and  ritual  of  that  a^'e  reveal  a  forecast 
of  the  Judgement  day,  in  the  trial  of  the  soul 
before  Osiris,  and  the  persisting  belief  in  the 
immortality  of  the  soul,  degraded  it  is  true  by 
the  belief  in  the  transmigration  of  souls.  We 
would  be  Startled  to. find  hidden  behind  the  curtains 
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in  the  ornately  adorned  temple  in  the  holiest 
place  objects  of  worship  such  as  perhaps  a  cat, 
a  dog,  or  a  crocodile.  As  explanation  for  the 
presence  of  these  the  devout  Egyptian  worshipper 
would  say  that  each  of  these  symbols  represent  a 
divine  thought  of  the  Great or--8nd  that  it  is 
because  of  reverence  to  the  Creator,  and  His  work, 
that  he  avoids  making  anything  in  the  image  of  God 
and  uses  the  creatures  of  His  hand  to  represent  His 
character. 

In  India  the  worshipper  sings  his  hymns  to  the 
I  elements.  The  sun,  the  heavens,  the  davm,  the  fire, 
the  air.  Around  these  objects  of  worship  has 
grown  up  a  vast  priesthood,  and  innumerable  temples, 
shrines  in  which  sacrifices  continually  take  place. 

The  ascetic  tortures  his  body  with  the  hope  of 
getting  an  ecstatic  glimpse  of  God.  Dr.  8.E. 

1 

Jones,  a  noted  authority  on  the  religions  of  India, 
gives  some  intimate  glimpses  of  many  round  table 
i  conferences,  at  which  he  has  been  present.  let 
j  us  imagine  we  are  at  such  a  conference:  A  Hindu 
I  Chief  Justice  is  speaking:  ’^When  a  man  thinks  about 
religion  he  thinks  about  a  goal.  Ify  ultimate  goal 
is  the  elevation  of  the  soul  to  such  a  pitch  that, 
it  merges  into  the  Universal  soul.’^  (Christ  at  the 
Soand  Table  S  .E  .  Jones ,,  page -^27 )  .  -'rh  -  ■  .  - 
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still  another  Pee^^er  after  reality  is  speaking: 

see  outside  me  a  larger  self.  I  sit  outside 
of  God  in  pain  and  misery.  I  want  to  throw 
myself  into  God,  then  all  my  trials  would  cease. 
(Christ  at  the  Round  Table,  S.R.  Jones,  paere  29). 

Underlying  Greek  worship  is  the  feelinp^  of 
absolute  dependence  upon  the  god  or  gods.  All 
religions  personified  their  gods  but  the  Greeks 
I  did  more;  they  humanized  their  gods.  They  gave 
I  to  their  gods  their  own  virtues  and  passions. 

The  Greek  gods  have  like  passions  with  men  and  the 
Grecian  poets  did  not  hesitate  to  emphasize  that 
side  of  their  character.  The  Greek  was  naturally 
a  devout  person  and  started  his  day  with  prayer, 
greeted  the  dawn  vnth  a  petition  and  began  each 
nev\/  venture  withv  prayer.  But  there  was  such  a 
multitude  of  gods  to  be  invoked  that  sometimes  it 
was  necessary  to  consult  an  oracle  in  order  to 
ascertain  the  proper  divinity.  A  rich  ceremohial 
worship  grew  up.  Sacrifices  of  various  sorts  were 
offered  for  reasons  such  as:  propitiation  of  the 
gods,  to  obtain  purification  from  actual  or  ritual 
sin,  to  further  an  enterprise  as  a  pure  act  of  worship 
or  la  terras  a  sacramiental  ceremony. 

The  temple  w'as  always  dimmed  with  the  smoke  of 
burnt  offerings.  There  was  a  very  pronounced 
fellowship  between  the  worshipper  and  his  god  or  gods. 
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Plato  reprep^ritp  he  pinnacle  of  the  lon.^  searoh  of 
the  Oreelcp  after  the  Good  life.  In  him  the  lonp- 
climb  of  Grecian  faith  reached  it  f!  peak.  It  is 
universally  agreed  that  Plato  believed  in  the 
immortality  of  the  soul.  This,  is  then,  the 
undying  contribution  of  Greece  to  religion. 

But  we  must  how  pass  on  to  review  briefly  the 
Old  Testament  worship,  and  Christian  worship. 

Monotheism  is  Israel’s  lastin'?'  contribution  to  the 
religion  of  man.  '  Yshweh  worship  be^an  in  the  life 
of  the  Eebrew  nation  with  Moses.  Yshweh  was 
originally  a  sort  of  war-god  who  gave  victory  to 
the  Hebrews  on  many  ®  field  of  battle.  At  first, 
you  see,  if  Yshweh  was  capable  of  giving  his  people 
victory  over  their  enemies,  or  of  leading  them  through 
great  crises,  then  he  was  the  only  god  of  the  many. 
Therefore  theirs  was  at  first  practical  Monotheism. 

But  while  it  is  true  that  a  god  is  always  a  reflection 
of  the  character  of  his  worshippers,  we  must  not  forget 
the  fact  that  this  character  is  never  altogether  static,, 
there  is  always  an  ideal  to  which  a  man  or 'a  people 
pro;ieot  themselves.  Without  this  something  other  and 
wholly  beyond  us  there  would  never  have  been  the  measure 
of  progress  ih  religious  thought  that  there  has  been. 

It  would  seem  then,  that  the  character  of  Yahweh 
has  been  built  up  rather  than  progressively  revealed. 
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Yshweh  mede  8m8zin''l,y  real  by  the  Jevs.  He 

walked  in  a  p^srden  in  the  oool  of  day.  He  talked  vi  th 

a 

Abraham.  It  w8p  purel,y  anthropomorphic  conception. 
Naturally  Ruch  a  view  of  God  did  not  see  any  anomaly 
in  Yahweh  instructing  Moses  to  deceive  Pharaoh — or 
in  representing  him  as  relentless  against  his  enemies 
demanding  ’^a  tooth  for  a  tooth  and  an  eye  for  an  eye. 

?he  worship  of  Yahweh  was  preserved  from 
=5ynoreism  with  the  nature  worship  of  the  time  and 
nonotheism  was  saved  by  the  prophet's  passion  for 
Yahweh  and  the  prophet’s  clear  perception  of  ethics. 
They  were  the  creators  of  a  God -consci ousness  in 
Israel.  Around  the  great  prophets  grew  up  a 
sacred  literature.  The  prophet  began  with  the 
hampering  limitations  of  an  old  Hebrew  faith,  and 
a  Yahweh  whose  moral  administration  offers  problems 
to  the  man  of  New  Testament  ideals,  but  in  spite 
lof  all  that,  he  ended  up  with  a  conception  of  God 
which  has  commanded  the  admiration  of  the  centuries. 
They  laughed  at  idolatry  and  shrivelled  it  with 
their  biting  sarcasm.  .  They  gave  life  to  a  sterile 
ritua 1 . 

”Eow  shall  I  enter  the  Eternal’s  presence 
And  bow  before  the  God  of  Heaven 
Shall  I  come  to  Him  with  sacrifices 
With  yearling  calves  to  offer? 
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0  man,  he  has  told  you  what  is  .^ood  , 

What  does  the  Eternal  asK  from  you 
But  1 0  he  Just  and  icind , 

And  live  in  quiet  fellowship  with  your  God.” 
(Moffat -Mica h  6:  6-8) 

” I  hate,  I  despise  your  feast  days,  and  I  will  not  smell 

in  your  solemn  assemblies”  etc. - But  1st  Justice  run 

down  as  water,  and  righteousness  as  a  mi^^hty  stream.” 
(Amos  5:  21-29) 

Christian  Worship 

This  has  a  distinct  and  definite  character  as 
contrasted  with  other  historic  types  of  v;orship. 

It  is  founded  upon  the  life  and  teachings  of  the 
Pounder  of  the  Church  Himself.  To  the  extent  in 
which  Christian  worship  reveals  the  reality  of  Jesus 
Himself  and  possesses  content  so  it  will  command 
itself  to  the  needy  souls  of  men  and  vjomen. 

Christianity  is  one  of  the  nine  great  religions 
started  by  an  historic  leader  of  great  spiritual 
insight.  like  all  other  living  religions  it 
originated  in  Asia.  It  alone,  however,  of  the 
nine  religions  has  swept  westward  and  influenced 
the  peoples  of  the  W^est  in  their  ideals  of  Justice, 
freedom,  cooperation,  and  progress. 

The  gospel  of  Christ  grew  out  of  the  relis^ion 
of  Israel.  By  its  emphasis  upon  positive  ^^oodness, 
rather  than  negative  of  inhibitive  creeds  or  dosrmas. 
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Christ  i£jn  ity  revaa  Is  how  Jesus  eeme  to  fulfill  rather 
than  to  destroy.  In  faith  and  in  worship  He  claimed 
to  have  come  to  impregnate  reli^^ion  with  a  new  inward 
attitude  to  God  and  man.  The  truest  sacrifice  was 
obedience  to  God,  and  moral  relations  were  of  more 
importance  than  was  ritual  or  formal  worship. 

Jesus  believed  that  God  was  like  Himself--’^!  and  n^y 
Father  are  one.'^  (John  13:30)  ’’He  that  hath  seen 
ms  hath  seen  the  Father’/  (John  14:9) 

Jesus  continually  emphasized  the  Fatherhood  of 
I  God  and  the  brotherhood  of  man.  This  is  implied 
in  the  lord’s  prayer  which  becomes  in  the  New 
Testament  conception  of  God  the  norm  of  Christian 
worship.  Judaism  treated  the  ritual  or  cultus  as 
determinative  of  man’s  relation  to  God.  Jesus 
taught  that  worship  was  not  dependent  on  forms  of 
expression  altogether,  except  where  such  forms  were 
bound  up  with  normal  human  life.  In  other  words, 
the  results  effected  in  and  through  the  lives  of  the 
I  worshippers  were  of  greater  import  than  the  mode  of 
express  ion . 

In  regard  to  sacrifice  in  the  Temple,  Jesus 
taught  that  fellowship  with  God  leads  to  love 
spontaneously  expressed  in  deeds  of  service  and 
beneficence . 

In  the  new  Testament  the  relation  of  private  to 
corporate  worship  is  peculiarly  intimate,  the  former 
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overflowing^  into  the  latter,  and  ^ix'in^?  it  much  of 

its  content.  It  is  a  sort  of  pooling  of  each  one’s 

discovery  of  God  in  worship.  In  all  the  changes 

the  not 

which  worship  has  passed  there  is  one  ahidiner  note^/ 
of  ’adoring  gratitude’  to  God  for  His  goodness  in 
creation  and  redemption,  which  explains  the  ’’eucharist’’ 
as  used  for  the  central  act  of  worship.  With  the 
Protestant  Reformation  and  the  insistence  on  freedom 
of  thought,  placing  a  nev;  emphasis  on  the  Word  of  God 
as  the  sole  basis  and  guide  to  fellowship  with  God, 
a  new  note  of  gladness  and  thanksgiving  was  introduced 
into  worship.  What  are  some  of  the  oresent  tendencies 
in  the  development  of  Worship?  Some  are  fearful 
j  lest  we  lose  ourselves  in  a  too  highly  developed  ritual. 
While  ritual  may  be  a  port  for  weak  or  timid  minds;  or 
minds  too  indolent  to  think  clearly;  or  minds  afraid 
I  of  the  consequences  of  clear  thought,  the  fact  remains 
thet  there  is  a  crowing  tendency  of  non- liturgica 1 
churches  towards  liturgy.  Men  are  seeking?  a  harmony 
of  various  historic  types.  Men  are  awaking  to  the 
tremendous  possibilities  of  Christian  worship 
I  incorporating  the  best  in  the  past  and  the  best  in  the 
present  in  the  realm  of  liturgy.  The  signs  of  the 
times  are  portent ious.  There  is  a  growing  desire  for 
unity,  as  evidenced  by  the  Jerusalem  Conference. 
Everywhere  there  is  evident  a  crystallization  of  the 
growing  consciousness  of  catholicity  among  the 
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followers  of  Jesus.  We  are  on  the  eve  of  p-reat 
developments,  and  I  am  confident  that  we  shall  see 
that  Just  as  the  facts  of  worship  and  faith  spring 
up  in  response  to  some  spontaneous  impulse  of 
human  nature  so  will  be  evolved  one  day  a  form  of 
worship  in  which  all  may  engage  in  the  same  manner 
as  we  Join  in  repeating  the  prayer  of  our  Common 
lord  and  Master. 

When  the  inspired  singer  of  Israel  exclaimed: 
'^Whither  shall  I  go  from  Thy  spirit,  or  whither  shall 
I  I  flee  from  Thy  presence?  If  I  ascend  up  into 
I  heaven.  Thou  art  there;  if  I  make  my  bed  in  hell, 
behold  Thou  art  there. 

!  If  I  take  the  wings  of  the  morning,  and'  dwell 

in  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  sea;  even  there  shall 
Thy  hand  lead  me;  and  Thy  right  hand  shall  hold  me. 
(Psalm  139;  7-10),  he  was  uttering  a  truth  which  is 
always  the  experience  of  men  and  women  throughout  all 
generations. 

He  vjas  adumbrating  the  great  phrase,  that  of  the 
:  transcendence  and  immanence  of  God.  God  is  both 

unlike  us  and  like  us,  and  because  we  never,  wholly 
define  this  contrast,  though  we  may  perceive  it,  it 
has  a  stranere  and  compelling  pow/er  over  us.  We 
cannot  get  away  from  God.  Men  have  tried  to  escape 
Kim  but  have  found  that  he  is  inescapable.  Francis 
Thompson,  that  derelict  poet  of  London,  in  his  i?reat 
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poem  '"The  Found  of  Heaven’^  speak:?!  of  the  utter  futility 
of  escaping  ard  bursts  out  in  the  articulate  cry  of 
t he  huma n  hea rt : 

’’Amazing  love,  immense  and  free. 

For,  0  my  (lod ,  it  found  out  me.” 

”?he  hound  of  heaven  is  the  epic  of  the  love  that 
would  not  let  him  go.  Fry  as  he  would  to  evade  this 
’tremendous  lover’  he  could  not,  and  found  no  escape 
until  at  last  he  gave  up  the  attempt  and  was  found, 
content  then,  as  he  had  never  been  content  before.” 
(Spiritual  Voices  in  Modern  literature,  pages  17-16) 

Eis  message  is  summed  up  in  a  stanza  which  appears 
five  times  in  the  poem: 

”Fut  with  unhurrying  chase. 

And  unperturbed  pace 

Deliberate  speed,  qaaiestic  instancy. 

They  beat-'-and  a  voice  beat 

More  instant  than  the  feet-- 

All  things  betray  thee,  who 

bet  ray e St  Me.” 

Since  this  haunting  feeling  that  God  is 
persistently  searching  after  the  human  soul,  and  that 
the  search  is  not  on  man’s  side  alone  is  so  rooted 
and  grounded  in  the  very  nature  of  man,  worship  will 
always  be  essential.  There  is  One  by  our  side;  we 
will  enter  into  life  more  abundant  as  we  use  to  the 
full  those  moments  when  we  feel  his  presence  within 
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our  hearts.  Under  his  irfluenoe  the  heort  sees 
farther,  sees  deeper,  sees  hip^her.  life  taices  on 
a  different  hue  when  '’We  see  the  Kins:  in  his  beauty 
and  the  land  that  is  very  far  off.” 

Unless  [lien  in  tills  feverish  hurry-driven  world 
have  a  sense  of  immediate  contact  with  the  divine; 
with  that  power  which  cometh  from  above,  they  cannot  pr 
on  much  longer. 

Men  stand  in  the  presence  of  the  wonders  of 
nature,  the  ma^'esty  of  mountains,  the  immensity  of 

! 

I  the  sea,  the  infinite  spaces  of  the  firmament  and  have 
feelings  of  adoration  bordering  on  love  stirrine^  in 
their  heart.  ?hey  ’’takie  the  shoes  from  off  their 
feet  for  the  place  whereon  they  stand  is  holy  ground 

Worship  is  not  the  only  means  for  the  discovery 
of  Qod  and  the  renewal  of  the  sense  of  his  presence, 
but  it  is  certainly  one  of  the  ’’chief  means  of  yrace”. 
’’Rudolf  Otto  in  his  Ides  of  the  Holy,  has  devoted  an 
entire  book  to  the  study  of  the  dual  characteristic 
of  reli^ion^s  other,  and  the  complex  emotions  which 
that  duality  gives  rise  to  in  the  worshipper. 

He  mainta ins”th8t  religion  does  not  begin,  as 
Schle iermacher  affirms,  with  the  consciousness  of  the 
I  absolute  dependence  upon  Ood ,  for  such  a  dependence 
ascribes  to  the  self  an  initial  worth  as  an  effect 
of  the  divine  cause.  .Religion  bes-ins  with  the 
perception  of  an  absolute  otherness  of  some  power 
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not  ourselveR.  The  d  ist  inguishini?  oh&  raot  eripit  j  o 
of  thip  other  ip  what  all  reli-^iorip  have  e^?reed  in 
calling  ’^holinepp'^ .  (Reality  ir  Worship,  pages  1.'35 
and  136).  So  we  think  of  God  by  analos'y  in  terms  of 
our  human  nature  of  reason  and  personality,  but  while 
we  ourselves  have  limitations  and  restrictions,  we 
attribute  to  God,  Spirit,  Reason,  Purpose,  Goodwill, 
Supreme  Power,  Unity,  Selfhood,  absolute  and  unqualified. 
(Idea  of  the  Holy,  page  1)  However  Ur.  Otto  goes  on  t o 
say,  ’’That  religion  is  not  exclusively  contained  and 
exhaustively  comprised  in  any  series  of  ’rational’ 
assertions;  and  it  is  well  worth  while  to  attempt  to 
bring  the  relation  of  the  different  ’moments’  of 
religion  to  one  another  clearly  before  the  mind,  so 
that  its  nature  may  be  more  manifest.”  (The  Idea  of 
the  Holy,  page  4). 

’’The  truly  ’mysterious’  obiect  is  beyond  our 
apprehension  and  comprehension,  not  alone  because 
our  knowledge  has  certain  irremovable  limits,  but 
because  in  it  we  com*e  upon  something  inherently 
’wholly  other’,  whose  kind  and  character  are 
incommensurable  with  our  own,  and  before  which  we 
therefore  recoil  in  wonder  which  strikes  us  chill 
and  numb,  we  call  it  the  ’numinous’.”  (The  Idea  of 
the  Holy,  page  28).  ’’Man  is  constantly  torn  between 
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the  precept  ion  in  the  holy  of  the  liKeness  and 
unliicenesp  to  himself.'^  (Reality  in  Worship  paj^e  1?6) 

St.  Au^Tustine  exprer^pies  thiv9  in  two  or  three 
pentencef^  in  the  Conf e  i  on?. :  ’’What  is  that  which 
gleams  through  me  and  smites  my  heart  without 
wounding  it?  I  am  both  a -shudder  and  aglow. 

A-shudder  in  so  far  as  I  am  unlike  it,  aglow  in  so 
far  as  I  am  like  it.’^  (Reality  in  Worship,  p8,>e  137) 

As  we  trace  the  changing  forms  of  worship  from 
the  threshold  of  religion  to  our  own  day  we  see  even  in 
the  rudimentary  attempts  of  man  to  make  contact  with 
the  mysterious  Other  the  successive  awakening  in  the 
mind  of  man  of  those  several  ’moments’  of  the 
numinous.  It  would  appear  that  the  first  ’relisrious 
moment^  aroused  in  the  human  mind  was  that  of 
’daemonic  dread’.  Taken  by  itself  this  stage  is, 
of  course,  full  of  the  bizarre  and  grotesque  and 
appears  to  be  the  very  opposite  of  religion.”  ”The 
supernatural  bein^rs  whom  men  worshipped  at  the  davvn  of 
the  religious  consciousness  are  strange  phantoms, 
resulting  from  a  morbid,  undeveloped  imagination, 
afflicted  by  a  sort  of  persecution-phobia.”  (The  Idea 
of  the  Holy%  page  136.) 

A  further  development  in  the  idea  of  the  ’numinous’ 
gave  rise  to  crude,  capricious,  desultory  characteristic 
attached  in  the  first  place  naturally  to  ob:lects, 
occurances,  and  entities  falling  within  the  workaday 
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world  of  primitive  experience.  this  numinous 

feeling  bacsme  more  fully  re& l.i  zed  by  msn,  many  of 

his  cruder  analo^ries  were  discarded  and  it  be^^an  to 

be  identified  with  feeling,  with  its  reference  to 

absolute  transcendent  reality.  This  p-sve  rise  to 

nature  worship  and  the  deification  of  natural 

objects.  But  this  led  to  all  sorts  of  fanaticism, 

bordering  on  religious  mania,  intoxication  and 

frenzy.  Following  this  is  a  further  development 

bee  omes 

in  which  the  numinous  heeame  charged  progressively  with 
rational,  moral,  and  cultural  signif  icance .  Bo 
religion  as  it  expressed  itself  in  worship  reveals 
a  process  through  which  the  *  divine*  is  charged  and 
filled  out  with  ethical  meaning.  In  this  synthesis 
there  is  a  combination  of  rational  and  n on-rat iona 1 
e lament  s . 

**Incomplete  and  defective  as  the  process  of 
moralizing  the  *numina*  may  often  have  been  throughout 
the  wide  regions  of  the  primitive  religious  life, 

,  everywhere  there  are  traces  of  it  to  be  found.  And 
I  wherever  religion,  escaping  from  its  first  crudity 
j  of  manifestation,  has  arisen  to  a  higher  type,  this 
process  of  synthesis  has  in  all  cases  set  in  and 
continued  more  and  more  positively.  And  this  is 
all  the  more  reraarKable  when  one  considers  at  what 
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widely  different  dates  the  ima.-^ina t ive  creation  of 
the  fissures  of  gods  has  its  rise  in  different  cases, 
and  under  what  diverse  conditions  of  race,  natural 
endowment,  and  social  and  political  structure  its 
evolution  proceeded.’^  (The  Idea  of  the  Holy,  pao'e  144) 

’’The  degree  in  which  both  rational  and 
non-rat  ional  elements  are  jointly  present,  united 
in  healthy  and  lovely  harmony,  affords  a  criterion 
to  measure  the  relative  rank  of  re ligi ons--and  one,  too 
that  is  specifically  religious.”  (The  Idea  of  the  Holy 
page  146) 

Dr.  Richard  Roberts  in  ’’The  Hew  Man  and  the 
Divine  Society”,  page  18,  says,  ’’There  is  development 
in  the  universe,  nowadays  the  ides  of  development  is 
applied,  not  merely  to  life  on  this  planet,  but  to 
the  whole  universe.  How  then  can  the  Absolute 
not  be  involved  in  the  process?  In  which  case 
what  becomes  of  the  Absolute?  It  is  plainly 
either  the  relatively  Absolute  or  the  absolutely 
relative.”  It  is  patent  that  we  must  reconcile 
ourselves  to  the  belief  that  we  are  living  in  an 
unfinished  universe.  ’’The  ides  that  God  did 
duty  at  Hioea  is  no  longer  adeouate.”  (The  New 
Man  and  the  Divine  Society, 
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?hB  God  whom  we  worship  is  both  oodv  and  soul, 
and  is  thus  at  onoe  immanent  and  t ransoend ent .  ^o 
hasten  on  then  in  answering  the  question.  Is  Worship 
essent  ia  l?-~May  I  add  this  v\/ord  I  As  long  as  man 
believes  in  religion,  he  will  realize  that  in  worship 
he  gains  moral  and  spiritual  strength,  as  in 
adoration  and  contemplation  of  God  as  the  immeasurably 
Good,  he  finds  added  clarity,  fuller  meaning  and  more 
complete  expression  of  those  feelings  which  struggle 
for  articulation  in  the  human  heart.  It  is 
heartening  to  the  sometimes  discouraged  minister  to 
observe  how  men  and  women  seek  the  ministrations  of 
the  Church  in  the  great  moments  of  their  life. 

The  most  apparently  indifferent  seek  the  Church 
uncritically,  habitually,  at  those  times,  such  as 
baptism,  marriage,  and  when  sorrow  and  death  enter 
the  home.  '^Worship  is  essential  because  through 
its  sometimes  formal  ceremonies,  man  finds  a  pledge 
of  his  incorporation  into  the  permanent  experiences 
of  the  race.”  (Reality  in  Worship,  page  31). 

Co  imow  that  one  has  a  family  tradition  which 
is  worthy  of  his  best  effbrts  at  keeping  untarnished, 
is  a  bulw/ark,  effective  beyond  comparison  in  keeping 
a  man  steady  and  upright  in  the  midst  of  the  most 
withering  temptations.  It  is  so  when  as  worshippers 
we  think  of  the  spiritual  family  to  whom  we  belong  in 
the  Church  Visible  and  Inv is ib  le I -- it  gives  an  immediate 
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m0onin.;3r  to  life,  and  fortifies  us  in  the  iipv,'srd 
struggle  along  the  steep  ascent  that  leads  to  God. 

In  worship  we  discover  that  our  individual  experience 
is  the  experience  of  all  those  engaged  in  the 
building  of  a  life  upon  Jesus  Christ  the  Great  Head 
of  the  Church. 

Man  lives,  or  seems  to  live  in  a  kingdom  of 
ends.  '^Religion  is  man’s  experience  of  a  union 
with  a  Seal  Other,  and  this  experience  .is  an  end  in 
itself,  and  not  a  means  to  any  other  end  whatsoever.” 
(Reality  in  Worship)  { pa  .?e  91)  ’’Religion  lives  at 
the  foot  of  the  high  hills  .and  bids  men  lift  their 
eyes  to  those  hi 11s. ” (Rea lity  in  Worship,  page  9S). 

’^Religion’s  glory  is  the  glory  of  worship.”  (Reality 
in  Worship  page  93) 

’’Man  is  so  constituted  that  he  must  have  a ’goal’ 
which  can  be  suggested  or  defined,  and  which  may  be 
experienced  prophet  ice  lly .”( Rea  lity  in  Worship,  pa^^eBl 
In  religion  man  has  found  in  his  search  for  God  the 
promise  of  deliverance  from  the  futility  of  the 
ceaselessly  revolving  wheel  of  life,  and  catches  a 
glimpse  of  the  ’land  that  lieth  afar  off.’ 

The  ’moments’  in  which  man  experiences  God  are 
the  harbingers  of  a  day  when  he  ’’Shall  know  as  he  is 
known.”  ”I  shall  be  satisfied’,’  said  the  Psalmist, 
’’when  I  awake  in  thy  lixeness.”  ( ^sa  Im  17:  If  ) 

Religion  promises  this  permanent  satisfaction. 
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Worship  is  an  end  in  itself,  not  a  means  t  o  an  end. 

’^^hat  alone  is  liberal,  says  V.Qman,  ’'which 
stand  on  its  own  pretentions,  which  is  independent  of 
sequel,  expects  no  complement,  refuses  to  be  informed 
(as  it  is  called)  by  any  end,  or  absorbed  into  any  art, 
in  order  duly  to  present  itself  to  our  contemplation.” 
(Reality  in  Worship,  page  86,  87) 

Take  for  analogy  two  groups  of  our. fellows: 

One  our  acquaintances,  the  other,  our  friends. 

In  the  contacts  of  life  we  shamelessly  use  our 
acquaintances  as  a  matter  of  convenience,  a  sort 
of  social  trading  upon  one  another.  But  the 
friend  is  in  another  categoiy  altogether.  The 
d ist inguishing  mark:  of  a  friend  is  that  we  enjioy  him, 
but  we  d  0  not  use  him.  life  offers  to  men  experiences 
such  as  enable  them  to  carry  on.  So  religion  unites 
man  "with  a  real  Other,  in  whom  he  is  found,  saved, 
set  at  rest,  and  renewed  in  strength.”  (Reality  in 
Worship,  page  90).  This  ideal  Other  is  always 
challenging  man  to  the  higher  levels  of  life.  The 
more  man  becomes  conscious  of  his  own  insufficiency, 
the  deeper  becomes  the  need  of  this  otherness  of  thing’s. 

Worship  is  an  adventure  into  the  realm  of  this  alter 
ego.  The  only  thing  that  would  ever  extinguish  man’s 
desire  for  worship  would  be  the  death  of  all  personal 
religion.  He  knows  that  beyond -all  his  w'orld  and  its 
multiple  relationships  of  friendship,  love  etc - 
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is  somethir?  which  ths  externtil  n^itura  fells,  to 
disclose.  'Ihis  Otherness  is  God  who  beyond 
the  barriers  of  our  finite  minds  stands  kieeping 
watch  above  his  own. 

If  worship  leads  us  t o  the  enjoyment  of 
God;  as  a  natural  consequence  and  corollary  of 
the  love  of  God  will  follow  the  love  of  one's 
neighbour.  That  is  the  "faith  of  which  Paul 
speaks,  which  worketh  by  love."  (Gal.  5:6) 

let  us  thinK  for  a  little  while  of  the 
fourfold  experience  of  worship: 

(a)  Worship  should  mean  in  the  first  place, 
a  vision  of  God,  Indeed  this  sense  of  the 
presence  of  God  is  the  central  fact  in  any  effective 
worship.  Brierly  said,  "Our  God  c  onsc  iousness 

is  the  measure  of  our  growth."  The  minister's 
conception  of  God  will  give  color  and  content  to, 
and  influence  all  his  ministrations.  To  have  a 
lofty  idea  of  God  will  result  in  a  c orres pond  ini? ly 
effective  foim  of  public  worship. 

(b)  Secondly,  worship  is  communion  with  God. 

To  use  a  very  common  term  it  is  'listening  in’  or 
tuning  in  1 0  the  will  of  the  Inf  init  e-'-an  attitude 
of  listening  for  his  "word  unto  us."  It  is 
necessary  to  be  in  an  attitude  of  expe ct8ncy--t o 
believe  something  is  going  to  happen.  It  means 

entering  into  one's  closet  and  closing  all  the  doors 
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9xc9pt  th9  one  th&t  opens  towards  the  Eternal 

This  fellowship  is  one  of  thouarht,  feelinfr  and 

purpose.  It  gives  God  the  opportunity  to  fill 

our  minds  with  his  thoughts,  feelings  and  purposes, 

in  order  that,  endued  v;ith  his  marvelous  power,  we 

may  accomplish  his  will  in  the  world. 

fc)  Thirdly,  worship  is  illumination  from 

God.  The  Holy  Spirit  illuminates  the  minds  of 

those  who  participate  in  God-inspired  and  God- 

filled  worship.  Often  our  sins,  our  problems, 

our  burdens  cast  a  shadow  over  our  spirits,  but  as 

the  light  of  God  dawns  upon  us  in  v;orship,  our  souls 

are  filled  with  peace  and  joy  and  strength. 

(d)  A  fourth  experience  in  worship  is  the 

dedication  of  life  to  God  and  his  service.  When 

the 

as  Isaiah,  we  see  t-h  King  in  His  glory,  and  are 
filled  with  a  sense  of  our  sinfulness  and  the  social 
and  moral  needs  of  our  generation,  then  we  consecrate 

i  ourselves  to  Him,  and  our  worship  becomes  filled  with 

i 

the  very  breath  of  heaven  and  angels  linger  with 
the  benediction  of  God.  Unless  worship  issues  in 
the  dedication  of  life,  it  has  failed  in  purpose. 

In  worship  we  look:  upon  the  beauty  and  majesty  of 
our  Christ  like  God.  Our  homage  becomes  adoration, 
and  in  adoration  worship  reaches  its  divinest  hei^^hts 
and  God-in-man  becomes  one  with  man- in-God  . 
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As  aid  to  effective  worship  the  ,i?reat  passages 
of  scripture  are*  conducive  to  fillinp"  the  mind  with 
a  sense  of  the  maiesty  and  love  of  the  T^ternal. 

In  prayer  we  have  the  highest  form  of  worship. 

I  suppose  that  is  why  the  sincere  minister  as  he 
leads  in  prayer  feels  that  he  is  doing  the  one 
thing  that  more  than  anything  else  tests  his 
effectiveness  as  a  minister.  In  prayer  we 
lay  bare  our  souls,  we  uncover  the  inner  springs 
of  our  strens'th.  We  become  a  priest  who  offers 
up  the  prayers  for  all  the  people.  It  is  therefore 
one  of  the  most  solemn  parts  of  the  whole  service. 

In  worship  men  touch  God  and  his  wondrous  power 
flows  into  their  lives. 

There  is  a  splendid  illustration  of  worship  in 
the  sixth  chapter  of  Isaiah.  The  prophet  saw 
the  lord .. .high  and  holy  ...  lift ed  up.  That  was 
vision.  ’^Woe  is  me .  . .  I  heard  the  voice  of  the 
lord.  '^God  taliced  with  him  and  he  talked  with 
God.  That  was  communion.  ’^I  dwell  in  the 
midst  of  an  unclean  people”.  God  caused  him  to 
know  the  condition  and  needs  of  his  people  better 
than  he  had  known  them  before.  That  was 
illumination.  And  God  challenged  him  to 
unselfish  service.  ”Whom  shall  I  send?  and  who 
will  go  for  us?”  Isaiah  replied,  ”Here  I  am; 

That  was  dedication. 
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Dr.  R.^.  Simpson  in  hi?  booic  ’^IdesvCi  in  Corporate 
Worship’^  sums  up  in  a  few  words  whst  should  happen 
in  Public  Worship:  In  worship,  at  the  bee'inning  and 
throughout  the  service,  we  must  hold  high  in  our 
hearts  the  conviction  that  something  is  going  to 
happen.  ?/e  are  to  meet  with  Cod,  and  Cod  is  to 
meet  with  us,  and  we  are  going  to  do  something  in 
the  presence  of  Cod.  We  are  going  to  bring  Cod 
an  offering,  the  offering  of  our  praise  and  of  our 
prayer  in  the  communion  of  all  his  saints  in  heaven 
and  on  earth;  and  Cod  is  going  to  speak:  t  o  us  and 
have  dealings  with  us,  and  receive  our  offering  and 
give  it  a  place  in  the  service  of  his  kiingdom. 

?hat  expectation  in  wonder  and  awe,  in  hope  and  gladness 
even  modern  science  will  tell  us  is  the  essence  of  the 
spirit  of  vorship.’'  (Church  Manageqaent,  March  1926) 

Dean  Sperrj-  says,  ”  If  the  Church  does  nothing 
else  for  the  world  other  than  keep  an  open  house, 
symbolic  of  the  homeland  of  the  soul,  where  in  season 
and  out  of  season,  men  reaffirm  their  faith  in  the 
universal  fatherhood  of  God,  it  is  doing  the  social 

order  the  greatest  possible  service,  and  no  other 
service  which  it  renders  society  can  compare  in 

importance  to  t  his  . ’^  ( Rea  lity  in  Worship,  page  165) 

’^So  long  as  the  Church  bids  men  to  the  worship  of 
Cod  and  provides  a  simple  and  credible  vehicle  for 
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worship  It  neea  not  question  its  plaoe,  mission,  and 
influence  in  the  world.’’  (Reality  in  VJorshio,  pap-e  168) 
Worship  is  central  and  inalienable  to  the  Church.  ^here 
must  be  absolute  integrity  in  a  service  of  v^/orshio. 

It  is  not  a  matter  of  manipulation.  To  worship 
effectively  is  to  remember  ’’That  a  service  of  Public 
Worship  is  an  artistic  recapitulation  of  the  Christian 
experience.  This  experience  has  a  double  aspect. 

It  is,  in,  the  first  place,  the  experience  of  the 
single  individual  coming  from  the  solitude  of  his  own 
disciplines  and  struggles  to  a  place  where  he  may  find 
perfect  self-expression.  It  is,  in  the  second  place, 
the  experience  of  two  thousand  Christian  years  and  many 
Christian  generations  as  that  experience  is  reconsidered, 
revised,  and  restated. 

In  forming  a  satisfying  estimation  of  undesirable 
tendencies  in  the  use  of  forms  of  worship,  past  or 
present,  we  must  not  forget  that  any  ’-system  to  be 

I  fairly  appraised,:  must  be  ;iudpr9d  quite  as  strictly  by 
the  facts  v/hich  it  has  been  compelled  to  discard, 
as  by  the  facts  which  it  has  been  able  to  utilize.” 

(Reality  in  Worship,  page  46). 

I 

”A11  over  the  world  to-day  men  are  trying  to 
re-think  the  meaning  and  intention  of  public  worship 
This  is  the  most  hopeful  single  sign  on  the  religious 
horizon.  ?/ithout  relinquishing  the  habits  of 
conventional  church  usage,  men  are  searching  these 


rc  ‘  i  M  -.1  si  V  i» 

fS  #7Vt  v. ^ .'7 i 9cf 


\rt  k .  r  I.u- .  ^  0  1  J  J  <im  S  ^t6TZ  fii  iX 

'■  ,  •  ;  1  ^rj"*  ^htii4>ii-^'. 

TC  is  7  3tfi!tai5J6T  ..C,^'  6  7« 

,  ’i'T 


‘ro  fiol  ja£i.rriotiot>7  qiri,rXj5i^^ 

r  -  .V-  ■■■ 


J  I'p 


.#  7i  ;..,.ai  ?  5ta^T 

■■  --  -'  ■  •  -  '  i; 


^  'i'i.t  vi  fca'4 3' 

_V',  '■  ^ 


r:<itq  3  ot.. 

IG  03fP:  rL  .--jI  Jl  ■  .  ao  > 

.  ,  ig'  .": '  .  "'  '  ^ . . 

p*.  ^ jtsu  i  T?: .  *:  '.  '»*<!xfdri  t  i:*  i  TQ  eoljfe  1 1  ftqsr©  ' 


f:Or 9 trgoy'e  Ja.i?  3,a  ilw 0f|e^-'^3l ^ 


<yt  ' 


.  &#  t  am  €>7  o-fie  : » i V 

I®.,  :.p.  m 


'.I  lio 


o<; 


*1^ 
ccf  t 
T  fr/  * 


s 

’  .■ ., 


0«  '♦a'u:’}  td  (Wtj  f,6t  lit 


\Sfz^ha^t 


"CV  IClt  )*3<»iD  ^ 


.  v  aei56W,. 

fi'.'i. .,  a 


P  a  7  ttf ffG)  ^  6^e  t«‘. 


i 


^  1 8tM«:Xi  s  .Te?(^  -loa  cf'.  £i‘/%  '5 

.  a  ■  ■  ‘  >'../?■■  _  jS 


:  *:  .iol4«f  <:  Y.»J 

^37  n«  a%3i 

w  ^4^44^.  1^  flr*  ’  7  *:-:  .x^S'.TT  tf»iJ  4::inJ-PT 

i'  •  ■rr'  ’  fe-V'-*  Lu\t>qf*t  r  .^(t*  *ri  b  tfS'? 

■  T  .n.  f  ts"*  i  itf',  _  fn/\  V  f  -r/»  K 


54. 

hbbits  to  ma  k;0  them  yield  their  fruitage  of 
origina  lity . (Reality  in  Worship,  psge  57) 

Since  habit  is  more  or  less  our  common 
master,  it  is  not  surprising  that  in  our  religious 
life  we  should  use  forms  of  worship  which  are 
very  largely  the  outcome  of  habit  or  custom. 

That  the  church  is  an  institution  engaged  in 
worship  without • serious ly  questioning  its  forms 
too  closely  or  examining'  its  customs,  is,  I  think 
a  fair  and  lust  criticism.  It  must  be  recognized, 
however,  that  one  of  the  things  which  men  are  most 
hesitant  to  depart  from  is  the  traditional  expression 
of  their  religious  life.  This,  I  think,  is  well 
demonstrated  by  the  commotion  in  the  Anglican  Church 
occasioned  by  the  recent  attempt  at  a  revision  of 
the  Book  of  Common  Prayer. 

’’The  classic  theory  of  the  church  in  relation 
to  its  task,  is  built  about  two  ideas,  two  figures-- 
the  priest  and  the  prophet.  The  priestly  idee 
represents  the  prevailing  conception  of  the  Church 
prior  to  the  Reformation,  an  idee  which  still  lingers 
as  a  somewhat  belated  survival  in  certain  quarters. 
The  Church  of  the  Priest  was  a  sanctuary,  a  shrine, 
a  temple.  It  was  there,  God  dwelt,  either  in 
invisible  Presence,  as  in  the  Holy  of  holies,  or 
in  the  Sacramental  Presence  on  the  High  Altar. 
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Men  sou.^bt  Ood  at  the  Church.  Chere  was  no 
resDons ib i 1 ity  upon  the  ^riest  to  take  God  to 
the  community.  Men  must  find  Him  at  the  church. 
Worship  centered  in  the  altar  and  its  mysterious 
sacrifice.  The  purpose  and  the  t-ask  of  the  Church 
was  to  perform  this  miracle  of  grace,  such  as 
baptism,  confirmation,  marriage  and  extreme  unction. 
These  miracles  must  be  performed  by  the  rip-ht  m*an, 
a  God’s  man,  hence  the  priest. 

’’The  Ref  orm.at  ion,  with  its  bold  braak  with 
priestcraft,  set  up  a  new  figure;  new,  and  yet  as 
old,  for  the  Prophet  is  as  old  as  the  Priest  in 
the  history  of  the  Church.  The  churches  of 
the  Reformation  were  neither  sanctuaries  nor  shrines. 
They  were  primarily  meeting-houses  and  schools. 

The  Prophet  was  God’s  spokesman  and  interpreter, 
not  his  wonder-worker.  His  task  was  primarily 
to  teach  the  people  the  Word  and  Will  of  God.” 

(A  Seven  Pay  Church  at  Work,  Mitchell,  pages  P4.T,P44) 

1st  us  look  at  a  very  undesirable  tendency 
amongst  the  leaders  of  religion  in  early  Israel. 

Among  the  Hebrews  the  man  of  God  is  first  called  a 
^Seer,  or  a  Gazer.  He  gains  influence  by  the 
miracles  which  he  does.  Moses  was  represented 
in  this  manner.  He  meets  the  magicians  of 


Egypt  on  their  own  level 


It  would  appear  that 
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early  pophecy  in  Israel  employed  not  only  the 
methods,  but  even  much  of  the  -f'urriture,  of  the 


icindred  Semitic  religions.  Prom  Samuel  to 

Elisha  the  prophets  v^ent  in  bands.  They  were 

a  sensational  company,  stirring'  up  enthusiasm 

by  playing  upon  instruments,  and  in  dancing. 

The  result  was  that  much  frenzy  and  fanaticism 

was  introduced.  These  prophets,  however,  do  not 

appear  to  have  exercised  any  part  in  the  ritual. 

This  was  the  specific  sphere  of  the  Priest. 

The  ritual  was  in  constant  peril  of  lapsinar  into 

of  it  s 

paganism.  Very  often  many  forms  were  precisely 
the  same  as  those  of  other  religions. 

Such  a  religion  was  rife  with  injustice  and 
fraud  within  the  confines  of  the  sanctuary  itself. 

The  priests  were  bribed  by  reward  and  their  inordinate 
love  of  money  caused  them  to  pervert  the  ritual. 

The  belief  that  S  ceremonial  of  rites  and  sacrifices 
was  indispensable  to  religion,  is  everywhere  evident 
in  early  Israel.  This  belief  lhad  ?^o  engrossed  men’s 
hearts  as  to  crush  out  of  religion  both  conscience 
and  commonsense.  Amos  affirmed  that  ritual  and 
sacrifice  were  no  part  of  the  service  Jehovah  demands 

from  men.  '’I  hate,  I  despise  your  festivals - 

Though  you  offer  me  but  burnt  offerings  and  your 
meal  offerings,  I  will  not  accept  t hem.  .  .  . Taice  thou 
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avi/ay 


from  me/f noise  of  thy  songs;  I  will  not  hear 
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the  music  of  thy  viols.  But  let  .iustioe  run  down 
8S  waters,  and  ritrht e ousness  as  a  perennial  stream. 
(Amos  F:21  ff).  Amos  clashed  with  the  priest  craft 
of  his  day  whose  representative  was  Amaziah.  (Amos 
7:11).  In  the  noble  succession  of  Amos  stand 

Savanarola,  luther,  and  Jesus  Himself,  all  pointing 
out  the  futility  of  a  barren  sacerdotalism. 

The  d ist inguishing  characteristic  of  heathenism 
is  the  stress  it  lays  upon  ceremonial.  The  Pharisees 
tithed  mint,  anise  and  cummin  to  the  neglect  of  the 
essence  of  the  Law.  Jesus  uttered  His  woes  against 
such:  (Matt.  ’’There  is  an  irreducible 

minimum  of  rite  and  routine  in  worship;  there  is  an 
invaluable  loyalty  to  traditional  habits;  there  are 
holy  and  spiritual  uses  in  symbol  and  sacrament. 

But  these  are  d- ispensab le ;  and  because  they  are 
I  constantly  abused,  the  voice  of  the  prophet  is  ever 
needed  which  tells  us  that  Hod  will  have  none  of 
them;  but  let  Justice  roll  on  like  v/ater,  and 
righteousness  like  an  unfailing  stream”.  (Twelve 
Prophets,  vol.  1  page  159) 

Amos  had  contrasted  the  ritualism  of  the  time  with 
the  duty  of  civic  justice  and  service  of  the  poor; 

Fossa  opposes  t  o  it  leal  love  and  knowledge  of  God. 
(Hosea  6:6)  Even  in  our  age  after  centuries  of 

development  how  easily  we  use  words’.  How  we  abuse 
them!  How  inarticulate  much  of  our  ritual  may  he  I 
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We  are  learning  as  we  lead  in  worship  what  the 
Reformers  learned,  that  we  must  let  every  worshipper 
speaic  for  himself  to  God  with  rational  and  sincere 
words.  After  a  lon^?  winter  of  fri^^id  and  lifeless 
ritualism  there  broke  forth  from  all  lands  of  the 
Reformation,  a  great  flood  of  hymns  and  prayers  in 
clear  gospel  notes,  in  the  common  tongue  of  the  people 
’’We  do  not  always  appreciate  what  a  step  forward  was 
taken  by  Christianity  when  it  dropped  the.  Jewish  and 
the  pa^an  religions.  The  whole  system  of  sacrifices 

I 

!  disappeared;  the  magnificent  temple  worship  came  to 
an  end;  the  priesthood  was  abolished;  fasts  and 
festivals  were  no  more;  there  were  no  processions, 
no  sacred  temples,  no  altars  or  shrines;  no  holy 
mysteries;  no  augurs,  nor  auspices,  nor  divination; 
no  public  worship  of  any  kind.  Every  Christian 
was  a  priest  having  direct  access  to  God--true 
prayers  were  t o  be  made,  not  at  some  shrine,  such  as 
Gerizim  or  Jerusalem,  but  in  spirit  and  in  truth,  by 
going  into  the  closet  of  the  heart  and  shuttinp^  the 

I  door.”  (Ten  Great  Religions,  Clarke,  page  f4f) 

I 

”Eor  the  space  of  three  hundred  years 
Christianity  was  a  religion  without  a  ritual,  a 
priesthood,  or  temples,  or  altars,  or  public  worship. 
When  once  again  the  temple,  priesthood,  and  ritual  were 
established  it  was  with  a  purer  form  and  nobler  type. 
Jesus  did  not  put  his  new  wins  of  the  soul,  into  the 
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old  bottles  of  Jewish  or  Roman  ritual.’'  ('Ten  Oreat 
Religions,  pages  24r,  246) 

'I'he  Reformation  in  England  in  the  sixteenth 
century  was  given  great  impetus  by  the  liturprical 
revision  of  the  old-service  booics  carried  out  by 
Archbishop  Cranmer  in  lf42.  There  vyas  a  growing 
revulsion  as'ainst  all  superstitious  practices  and 
the  use  of  images,  collects  or  orations  in  any 
way  connected  with  the  Bishop  of  Rome.  "In  her 
Reformation  the  Church  of  England  broke  no  church 
law,  violated  no  authorized-  creed,  sacrificed  no 
true  principle  of  unity,,  lost  no  essential  to 
church  life,  but  in  a  regular  and  canonical  way 
threw  off  a  load  of  superstition,  and  drew  nearer 
to  the  practice  of  primitive  antiquity!"  ^ 
Reformation  in  England,  Ten  Epochs  of  Church  History 
page  201) 

In  my  own  experience,  my  observation  has  led  me 
to  fear  that  ritual  may  become  static.  There  is 
the  constant  danger  of  divorcing  worship  from  the 
moral  life.  The  worship  of  many  churches  centers 
around  rituals  and  dogmas  which  do  not  seriously 
challenge  man’s  dsil:/  action  in  the  world  of  affairs 
We  ought  to  seriously  ask  ourselves  why  we  gather 
together  in  a  service  of  w/orship.  What  is  the 
purpose  of  our  rituals,  symbols,  and  sacraments? 

I  venture  to  say  that  our  worship  will  only  be  vital 
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and  satisfying  as  we  experience  the  reality  of  the 
objee't  worshipped. 

’’Much  of  our  worship  locks  the  clear  note  of 
indubitable  reality.”  All  depends  on  how  we 
think  of  God.  ’’Sincere  and  true  thoughts  of  God 
are  the  strongest  knovm  nexus  between  man  and  man.” 
(Reality  in  Worship,  page  189).  One  of  the  dangers 
of  even  the  most  beautiful  liturgy  is  that  it  may 
become  purely  subjective  and  coldly  formal. 

I  am  certain  that  many  a  church  service  of 
today  leaves  a  haunting  feeling  of  futility  in  the 
heart  of  the  worshipper.  How  are  we  to  remedy 
the  very  apparent  lack  of  reality  in  our  -^orms  of 
worship?  Cgn  we  d  o  this  by  doing  sway  entirely 
with  liturgy?  Ohe  non-conformist  Churches  have 
tried  this  expedient  but  with  no  very  heartening 
result  s . 

I  am  certain  that  reform  is  needed  -  in  worship 
in  all  churches,  but  reform  is  not  enough.  With 
the  growing  idea  of  God  men  have  crested  a 
symbolism  of  worship  to  express  their  increasing 
consciousness  of  the  Other  be-^’ore  Vv^hom  they  stand 
in  wonder,  adoration,  av^e,  and  reverence.  So 
worship  is  inseparably  bound  up  with  symbolism. 

But  this  symbolism  must  be  contemporaneous  with 
the  age  in  which  one  worships.  Holding  to  the 
theory  of  evolution,  it  follow;s  that  Deity  emerged 
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in  its  8uoG0Pive  snd  finds  its  fullest 

expression  at  the  emerf^ent  level  which  wss 
manifested  in  Jesus. 

In  the  li^ht  of  our  o-xiception  of  a  world 
as  an  evolving  world  and  God  immanent  in  the 
process  we  do  not  any  longer  think:  of  this  world 
as  a  place  in  which,  God  as  a  jud^re,  metes  out 
rewards  and  punishments,  but  as  a  place  v^/here  the 
chief  object  of  life  is  to  adjust  itself  to  its 
env ironment . 

This  will  mak:e  large  demands  on  the  worship 
program  of  our  churches.  Does  the  church  throu^^h 
its  impact  on  men  help  them  in  adapting  themselves 
to  their  environment,  or  in  fashioning  a  better 
world?  Through  worship  men  must  be  lifted 
to,  higher  levels  of  life,  making  them  increasingly 
conscious  of  their  co-partnership  with  God  in 
building  a  better  world.  The  worship  of  the  church 
rpust  maxe  men  confident  fhat,  with  the  help  of  God, 
they  are  equal  to  his  hii?h  sna  and  challen^ins’  tasks. 
When  man  comes  to  the  point  of  realizing  that  he  comes 
not  only  to  be  helped,  but  to  help  create  an 
atmosphere  that  will  mediate  God  to  others,  he 
will  go  forth  from  the  church  to  give  of  his  best 
in  building  the  iCingd  om  of  God  on  earth.  Art, 
beauty,  symbolism  in  liturgy  will  be  of  no  avail,  if 
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they  Gombine  simply  to  lull  men  to  mor&l  sleep, 
they  will  be  dynamic  and  justify  their  use  and 
perpetuation  in  a  service  of  worship  in  so  far 
as  they  motivate  men»  women  and  children  to 
give  their  lives  to  saviourhood  in  the  world. 

In  the  center,  and  above  every  '‘other  vehicle  of 
worship,  the  church  must  place  the  Christ  of 
moral  idealism.  We  must  dissipate  the  feeling 
of  safety  by  a  mood  of  daring  adventure  in  the 
worshipper.  So  I  would  say  that,  for  myself, 

I  am  eagerly  awaiting  an  evolving  of  forms  of 
worship  which  will  have  the  tang  of  indubitable 
rea  lity  *  . 

To  accomplish  this  end  if  it  means  that  we 
must  discard  traditionalism  in  the  interest  of 
sincerity  and  reality  in  worship,  so  much  the 
better.  I  am  heartily  in  agreement  with 
Dean  Sperry  when  he  says:  ’ietter  a  real  service, 
however  poverty-st  ricKen  and  mea>?re  its  vehicles, 
than  a  traditional  service  which  is  felt  to  be 
untrue,  w'hatever  its  magnificence  and  sanctions 
in  history.'^  (Reality  in  Worship,  page  222) 

I  feel,  however  very  conscious  of  the  barrennes 
of  our  services  in  our  present  forms  of  worship. 

I  am  glad  that  experts  in  worship  are  checxing  up 
on  the  whole  ^furniture  of  worship*. 

We  must  not  be  satisfied  with  the  drastic 
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overhauling  of  our  forms  of  worship,  but  must 
recreate  them  into  new  and  s i*?ri if icant  forms. 

Herein  lies  the  whole  problem  of  worship:  Have 
we  the  media  in  our  order  of  ser^’ice  which  will 
maice  man  more  aware  of  God  and  of  their  fellowmen? 
We  w;ill  immeasurably  enrich  our  services  and  ^?ive 
content  to  them  commensurate ly  with  our  confident 
affirmations  as  to  God.  We  must  say  with 
authority  that  God  is  the  great  objective  reality. 

This  could  be  more  effectively  done,  I  am  nuite 
certain  by  the  use  of  more  artistic  forms  by  means 
of  which  the  truth  is  stated  objectively,  rather 
than  subjectively.  I  think,  for  example  of  the 
familiar  orders  of  worship,  and  I  must  confess  that 
often  they  have  depressed  vitality.  The  final  tes 
of  a  service  of  w/orship  must  be.  Is  it  satisfying? 
Ho  one  is  more  sensitive  than  is  a  minister  of  the 
varied  temperaments  and  diverse  needs  of  the  average 
congregation  confronting  him  on  a  Sunday  morning. 
They  have  gathered  from  the  marts  of  a  busy 

'materialistic  world,  with  its  stern  competitive 
acouisitive  atmosphere.  What  can  the  church  do 

I 

to  calm  their  jangled  nerves  and  fill  their  souls 
with  new  hope?  It  will  not  comfort  much  to  tell 
of  a  future  life  in  which  they  will  find  future 
compensations  for  present  evils.  This  offer  of 
future  rew'ards  has  often  made  men  complacent  in  the 
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midst  -of  present  evils.  Ruther  should  worship  in 
spirit  and  in  truth  send  men  forth  as  reformers. 

’'^he  worship  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  and,  to 
a  larpre  extent,  the  Protestant  Church,  still  rests 
upon  the  principles  which  grew  out  of  the  ancient 
world. Do  the  Churches  Dsre?  Fawicins,  page  147) 

A  ri^ht  order  of  worship  out  to  possess  an 
ascending  scale  of  meanings.  In  many  of  our 
churches  in  the  matter  of  worship  there  is  a  hopeless 
confusion.  TIohody  except,  perhaps,  the  minister, 
and  he  is  a  doubtful  exception,  knows  what  is  p^oing 
to  happen  next.  The  object  of  worship  is  One;  and 
there  is  a  ’^man  in  men”,  that  responds  uniformly, 
in  normal  circumstances,  to  Kis  presence.”  ”People 
who  worship  are  hungry  sheep  and  should  be  fed  from 
the  Word  of  God.”  (Public  Worship  of  God,  pasres  84, Z6) 
Prof.  Rudolf  Otto  in  an  article  entitled  ”Tow8rds 
the  Reform  of  Divine  Service”,  Hibbert  Journal, 

October  19SO,  says:  ”The  Protestant  Worship  still  suffers 
from  its  fragmentary  character.”  During  the  hour  in  whic 
people  are  in  the  sanctuary,  the  order  of  worship  should 
encompass  pra ise , pen  it ence ,  and  assurance  of  forgiveness, 
thanksgiving,  petition,  intercession,  edification, 
inspiration,  consecration,  benediction.  ”The 

proposition  is  this;  when  religion  seeks  formal 
expression  through  fixed  forms  and  orders  of  worship, 
its  normal  progress  involves  a  contrast  of  ideas  and 
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emotions  end  the  t<ttempted  reconciliation  of  this 
conflict.  There  is  the  approach  to  (lod,  Christ, 
eternal  life,  goodness,  beauty,  truth.  There  is 
our  own  weak:  humanity,  a  thing  of  sin,  ignorance, 
brevity,  darkness  and  uncertainty.  There  is  that 
which  bids  us  take  heart  again,  the  grace  of  Cod, 
the  life  of  Jesus,  the  witness  of  the  Spirit,  the 
communion  of  the  saints,  and  we  are  set  once  more  in 
the  presence  of  our  object,  reassured,  more  deeply 
confirmed  in  our  initial  aspiration.’'  (Reality  in 
Worship,  page  292) 

The  minister  must  think  of  himself  as  a  Prophet 
and  as  a  Priest  as  he  leads  in  worship.  In  this 
dual  capacity  he  officiates  but  each  role  must  be 
clearly  differentiated.  ^'^or  my  own  part,  and  I 
am  sure  I  voice  the  experience  of  my  brethem  of 
the  non-conformist  Churches,  the  extem.pore  prayer 
is  the  most  difficult  part  of  the  service.  "^ere 
the  minister  bares  his  ov;n  soul,  and  becomes  a  m.an 
leading  his  people  to  Cod.  Here  the  travail  of 
his  own  soul  sets  the  imprimatur  upon  his  v/ords  and 
deeds.  The  minister  who  leads  in  prayer  is  not 
ano  individual  praying  for  himself,  he  is  the  voice 
of  a  people.  The  prayer  comes  in  his  life  as  the 
test  and  measure  of  his  own  sincerity  and  simplicitjy 
as  a  Christian  minister.  To  pray  effectively  a 
minister  must  try  to  know  the  ’sair  fechts’  through 
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which  hi?!  people  are  battlin;tT  their  way  to  Chriptian 
chorecter.  It  will  be  helpful  to  paturate  one’? 
mind  with  the  great  praj^ers  in  liturgies  of  the  past 
and  present.  ?o  reed  the  prayers  of  men  who  hove 
been  mighty  in  prayer,  until,  like  them,  prayer 
becomes  to  us,  a  moving  inspiring  vehicle  of  worship. 

I  see  helpful  possibilities  in  the  use  of  the  ^'Biddins' 
prayer'*.  The  prayer  introduced  with  the  words  o-^ 

the  minister,  '*Iet  us  pray  for - etc.”  followed  by 

a  period  of  silence  and  then  briefly  voiced  in 
appropriate  words  by  the  minister.  But  what  of 
the  sermon?  Is  this  the  minister’s  main  tapk? 

In  this  day  where  the  pulpit  sends  it  voice  far 
out  into  other  lands  through  ether,  no  minister  may 
dare  to  minimise  the  importance  of  preaching.  In 
this  challenging  age  w'ith  its  emphasis  on  the  social 
application  of  the  ethic  of  Jesus,  the  minister  has 
an  opportunity  unprecedent  ed  ,  In  the  exalted  task 
of  preaching,  the  minister  must  never  forget  that  he 
is  a  ’’labourer  together  with  God”.  ”The  sermon  is 
not  the  differentia  of  the  Church,  no  matter  how 
large  and  effective  a  part,  preaching  may  play  in  the 
work  of  the  ordained  minister.”  (Reality  in  Worship 
pages  162  163)  ’’Preaching  finally,  depends  on  life. 
Even  the  seemliness  of  its  form  depends  on  life, 
j  comes  to  this-'-aj  preacher  should  be  a  Christian 
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gentleman.'^  (Public  WorGhip  of  God  page  127) 

As  miniGterG  responsible  for  the  conduct  of 
public  worship,  we  must  discover  the  method  of 
worship  that  is  most  effective  in  making  men 
conscious  of  the  presence  of  the  living  God. 

?h0re  are  people  of  a  temperament  that  find  it 
easier  to  be  made  aware  of  the  spiritual  through 
rich  symbolism  and  ornate  ritualism.  Others  crave 
for  simple  forms  characterized  by  spontaneity. 

If  people  are  really  and  positively  to  worship 
soma  skilful'  olan  must  be  laid  which  will  include 
hearing,  seeing,  saying,  and  doing.  So  I  will 
conclude  this  section  of  my  thesis  by  saying  that 
worship  is,  to  me,  a  pledge  of  devotion  to  the 
view  of  God,  that  Jesus  taught.  It  is  an 
experience  through  which  I  feel  the  power  of 
God’s  presence.  In  worship  I  touch  God,  and 
his  wondrous  power  flows  into  my  life.  Strength 
and  courage,  hope  and  faith  are  engendered;  my  heart 
is  cleansed;  my  outlook  on  life  becomes  brighter; 
and  the  tasks  and  toils  of  the  morrow  lose  their 
forbidding  aspect. 

It  seems  to  be  freely  admitted  that  there  is  no 
service  quite  as  searching  and  effective  as  the 
Communion  service,  when  the  followers  of  Christ 
gather  around  his  table  and  partake  of  his  broken 
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body  and  phed  blood.  ?h8t  a  re-emphspip  is 
needed  stressing  its  sup'^eme  importance  is 
su5^^"ested  by  Dr.  '^clater  in  Public  Worship  o^ 

God,  pa^e  140.  That  the  '^8C7-am9nt  was 
originally,  celebrated  once  a  week  seems  to  be 
borne  out  by  history.  Without  going  into 
the  history  of  the  Sacrament  I  wish  to  venture 
one  or  two  suggestions  with  regard  to  a  better 
observance  of  this  chief  means  of  grace  in  the 
Church. 

There  seem.s  to  be  a  diversity  of  opinion  as 
to  how  often  the  Sacrament  should  be  celebrated. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  a  combination'  of  the 
individual  emphasis  as  revealed  in  the  Anglican 
mode  with  that  of  the  communal  significance  as 
emphasized  by  the  Free  Churches  would  be  a 
solution  to  the  question  as  to  its  frequency. 

Dr.  Sclater  sug^-ests  that,  say  twice  a  year,, 
the  Sacrament  be  made  a  great  Churchly  occasion. 

This  to  be  supplemented  by  more  frenuent  celebrations 
in  which  the  individual  aspect  is  emphasized. 

(Public  W'or ship  of  God,  pap^e  16f) 

The  value  of  the  Sacrament  must  depend  largely 
upon  our  own  personal  preparation.  We  must  not 
come  to  the  Table  of  our  Lord  trusting  in  any 
magical  significance  that  might  accrue  -from 
participation  in  it.  Hich  as  it  is  in  symbolism. 
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we  not  for^yet  that  here,  el^^ewn^re  the 

law  of  compensation  obtains.  Only  with  devout  mind 
and  consecrated  heart  should  we  draw  near  to  this 
Feast  of  the  Founder  of  Christianity.  Though  the 
early  Christians  partook:  of  the  sacrament  often  it 
was  not  to  be  done  in  a  familiar  way.  Special 
preparation  was  made  for  it.  There  was  always 
a  period  of  deep  penitence  and  earnest  prayer. 

Thus  the  praparatoiy  service  on  the  w'eek  preceding 
the  administration  is  now  widely  used  in  many  of  the 
Churches . 

With  regard  to  the  actual  service  I  might  venture 

one  or  two  suggestions.  I  have  often  felt  that 

in  giving  those  who  do  not  wish  to  participate,  an 

opportunity  to  withdraw  from  the  service,  a-ives 

the  impression  that  those  who  remain,  are  in  some 

way  more  worthy  to  partakze,  than  those  who  withdraw. 

I  confess  that  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  what  mi,wht  be 

done  to  make  the  line  of  demarkation  less  obvious. 

I  am  not  forgetful  of  the  necessity  of  gua rd ing 

against  the  cheapening  of  the  sacrament  in  any  way. 

I. favour  "i^e  early  morning  celebration  to  which- only 
a  re  t  0 

those  who  cart  icipate  would  be  invited.  Since, 
however,  in  many  Churches,  the  service  is  carried 
out  at  the  regular  hour  of  worship,  I  see  no  reason 
why  a  plan  could  not  be  worked  out,  whereby  'even 
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those  who  do  not  participate  mit?ht  feel  free  to 
remain  and  :oir  in  the  service  reverently  and 
worshipfully  even  though  they  do  not  partake  of 
the  elemen'ts.  Thus  would  those  who  witness 
the  administration  be  seized  with  its  significance 
and  many  of  them,  I  am  sure,  would  .eventually  loin 
in  the  celebration. 

Since  this'  is  the  most  significant  service  of 
vyorship  within  the  Church,  every  part  of  it  should 
be  carefully  planned  so  that  any  confusion  might 
be  avoided  and  a  reverent,  impressive  and  dignified 
service  be  maintained  throughout.  The  session 
and  the  minister  ought  to  have  an  understanding 
of  every  detail  of  the  order  of  service,  so  that  it 
may  be  carried  out  without  any  suggestion  whatever 
of  a  hitch.  It  has  been  my  custom  during  the 
distribution  of  the  elements,  to  repeat  in  a  nuiet 
voice,  certain  great  passages  of  the  Scripture 
appropriate  to  the  occasion.  This  has  been  much 
appreciated,  and  seems,  in  my  mind,  infinitely  better 
than  soft  music. 

It  would  help  very  materially  to  emphasize  at 
every  sacramental  service  the  meaning  attaching  to 
its  celebration.  '^It  is  not  a  bad  plan  to  turn 
the  whole  congregation  into  a  communicant’s  class 
every’  now  and  then.  Two  Sunday  mornings  every 
year  spent  on  the  meanings  of  the  Sacrament  are 
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profitably  used.’^  (Public  Worship  of  God,  pas’e  171) 

?o  represent  the  inwardness  and  life-giving 
power  of  our  fellowship  with  TTim,  Jesus  established 
no  elaborate  ceremonial.  "The  actual  celebration 

of  the  Holy  communion  should  aim  at  two  things - 

simplicity  and  silence."  (Public  Worship  of  God, 
page  171) 

The  lord's  Supper  is  not  only  a  Communion,  it  is 
at  once  a  Covenant  and  a  call  to  service. 

Glancing  back:  over  the  course  along  which  our 
inquiry  taken  us,  we  note  that  we  have  touched 
upon  the  following  salient  points  in  our  study  of 

Worship - Its  Theory  and  Practice:  We  have  noted 

the  successive  stages  in  the  development  of  the  idea 
of  God,  and  have  found  that  man’s  conception  of  God 
has  a  ver^^  vital  relation  to  the  character  of  his 
worship.  What  men  thought  of  God  is  reflected 
in  their  customs,  some  of  which  were  harsh  and  cruel. 
Primitive  man's  religion  expresj^ed  itself  through 
fetishism  and  spiritism.  He  constructed  his  idea 
of  God  out  of  that  which  nature  meted  out  to  him. 

Fe  brought  gifts  to  win  the  favour  of  his  God  or  to 
placate  his  anger. 

We  noted  that  in  worship  among  the  peoples  of 
India,  Egypt,  and  Greece,  various  expressions 
closely  connected  with  the  life  of  the  people. 

Passing  on  t o  Old  Testament  worship  we  saw  the 
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prop'ress  iv9  development  of  the  idee  of  Ood 
issuing  in  e  monotheism  which  is  the  undying 
contribution  of  the  Hebrews  to  the  religion  of  men. 

The  cherecter  of  Yehweh  seems  to  heve  been  built  up 
rether  then  progressively  reveeled.  The  God 
of  the  Jews  wes  emezingly  reel.  The  prophets 
of  Isreel  did  much  to  evolve  e  conception  of  God 
which  has  commanded  the  admiration  of  the  centuries. 
They  gave  life  to  a  sterile  ritual. 

Christien  worship  has  a  definite  character 

. 

as  contrasted  with  the  other  historic  types  of 
worship.  It  was  founded  upon  the  life  and  teschin^rs 
of  the  Founder  Himself.  Christianity  grew  out  of 
the  religion  of  Israel.  It  placed  the  emphasis 
upon  positive  goodness  spfinging  from  an  inward 
attitude  to  God  and  man.  The  gospel  of  Jesus 
laid  the  emphasis  on  the  Fatherhood  of  God  and  the 
brotherhood  of  man.  Jesus  taught  that  worship  was 
not  dependent  on  forms  altogether,  except  where 
such  forms  were  bound  up  with  the  normal  human  life. 

We  noted,  too,  that  in  spite  of  all  the  changes 
through  which  worship  has  passed  there  remains  that 
abiding  note,  the  note  of  'adoring  e-ratitude'  to  God 
for  his  goodness  in 
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oraation  and  redemption,  which  explains  the  ’’eucharist" 
as  used  for  the  central  act  of  worship.  Worship  is 
essential.  There  is  One  by  our  side;  we  will  enter 
into  life  more  abundant  as  we  use  to  the  full  those 
moments  when  we  feel  his  presence  within  our  hearts. 

The  Ood  whom  we  worship  is  both  body  and  soul,  and 
is  thus  at  once  immanent  and  transcendent.  As  long 
as  man  believes  in  religion,  he  will  realize  that  in 
worship  he  gains  moral  and  spiritual  strength,  as  in 
adoration  and  contemplation  of  God  as  the  immeasurably 
Good,  he  finds  added  clarity,  fuller  meaning,  and  more 
complete  expression  of  those  feelings  which  struge-le 
for  articulation  in  th^human  heart.  Worship  is  an 
end  in  itself,  not  a  means  t o  an  end.  Religion 
unites  man  '^with  a  real  Other,  in  whom  he  is  found, 
saved,  set  and  rest,  and  renewed  in  strength.’^ 

V/orship  is  an  adventure  into  the  realm  of  this  alter 

1 

ego.  Unless  worship  issues  in  dedication  of  life, 
it  has  failed  in  its  purpose.  Worship  is  central 
and  inalienable  to  the  Church.  There  must  be 

absolute  integrity  in  worship.  In  worship  we  must 

let  every  worshipper  speaK  for  himself  to  God  with 
rational  and  sincere  words.  There  is  constant  dane'er 
of  divorcing  worship  from  the  moral  life.  The 
worship  of  man,y  churches  centers  around  rituals  and 
dogmas  which  do  not  seriously  challenge  man’s  daily 
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action  in  the  world  of  affairs. 

f'han  man  comes  to  the  point  of  reaiizinp^  that 
he  comes  with  God  immanent  in  his  life  to  a  service 
of  worship,  he  will  feel  that  he  comes  ,  not  only 
to  be  helped,  but  to  help  create  an  atmosphere  that 
will  mediate  God  to  others.  He  wd  11  go  forth  from 
the  church  to  give  of  his  best  in  building  the 
Kingdom  of  God  on  earth.  In  the  center  and  above 
every  other  vehicle  of  worship,  the  church  must  place 
the  Christ  of  moral  idealism.  Concerning  the  order 
Qf  service,  we  noted  that  a  riprht  order  of  worship 
ought  to  possess  an  ascending  scale  of  meaning's. 

This  would  prevent  confusion  and  produce  a  continuity 
in  worship.  It  would  relieve  it  of  much  of  its 
’fragmentary  character! . 

Thh  participation  at  the  Gacrament  of  the 
lord’s  Supper  ought  to  be  a  supreme  challenge  to 
the  worshipper.  It  ought  to  be  a  searching 
service  to  which  we  will  come  prepared  to  contribute 
somethin^^  towards  the  efficacy  of  the  service  as 
well  as  to  receive.  Here,  as  in  all  our  worship, 
the  mind  of  the  worshipper  must  be  stimulated  so  that 
he  will  receive  an  energising  spiritual  uplift  rather 
than  an  enervating  ef-f'ect. 

Meanwhile  our  W'ork:  challenges  us.  Let  us  5:ive 

to  it  our  best  thoui?ht  and  prayer  that  finally  we  may 
work:  out  a  worship  service  that  will  be  sound 
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psy ohologioa  1  ly  &s  well  bs  practical  and  woricable 
1 0  t  he  average  congregation  of  men  and  women  who 
are  j?athered  together  to  worship  God. 
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